
PALMmo. A!Jril. 1'184, p"pp 3

of

by Alan Herndon

The Miami Rock Ridge pinelands

once formed an extensive belt

extending in a southwesterly

direction from just south of Miami to

Homestead, then, turning west, they
extended into the present
boundaries of Everglades National

Park. They occupied the relatively

high ridge of land which separated
the coastal prairies and mangrove
zones to the east from the Everglades
to their west. Today, however, this
pineland type is almost entirely gone.
The elevated ground formed a
favorable site for houses; the
demand for housing created by the
growth of population in South
Florida led to the clearing of most of
the pineland.

Unfortunately, the uniqueness of
this type of pineland has not been
sufficiently appreciated. It harbors
several species of plants which are
endemic to South Florida. Also, the
pinelands understory provides a rare

example of the change from a
predominantly tropical flora (in the
southern half) to a predominantly
temperate flora (in the northern

half). Traveling from north to south,

approximately half of the understory
species are replaced by more tropical

species within a few miles.

Considering that hammocks are

prized mainly for trees that are found
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They are also called cosmopolites,
like members of the jet set, because

of their wide range, their

occurrence in most any feasible
olace, and their seasonal miRrations.

The larvae live in silken nests and I

teed on a variety of the Asteraceae,
thistles (Carduus), golden
groundsel (Senecio), sunflowers

I(Helianthus), and sometimes

hollyhock (Althea). The pupa

disguises itself by appearing to be a
dead leaf.

This busy butterfly frequents
sunny, open places but can be
observed feeding on field and
roadside plants. One might call
them health food nuts as they much
!Jrefer natural food plants of
)ioneer stock to those with
additives.

Populations of painted ladies
fluctuate; some years they are

extremely common, while other

years their numbers are greatly
reduced. Personal observations

lave noted more sightings in

September and October, along with

migrating cloudless sulphurs, gulf
.:ritillaries and buckeyes. All have

.)een seen feeding on Garberia

fruticosa.

Predominant colors of the two-

inch butterfly are rich orange and

brown, the upper side having bands I

of black with white markings on the
upper wing. The hind wing is

festooned with tiny blue "eyes."

The unde~~ath defies description!

"A Field Guide to the Butterflies" by

Alexander B. Klots is recommended for

Istudv.

nowhere else in the continental
United States, it seems odd that the
Rock Ridge pinelands, with species

that are found nowhere else in the

world, should be so neglected by the
various conservation groups.
Presumably, this is due to the fact that
the endemic species in the pinelands
are for the most part herbs, and do
not command the attention of
people the way trees do.

An unfortunate characteristic of

the pinelands is their susceptibility to
total destruction. These pinelands
developed on a particularly

impoverished soil. Any alteration of

the soil structure precludes the
regeneration of the pineland.
Building and farming practices

employed in Dade County involve

massive alteration of the soil. Thus,
once a pineland is cleared and
farmed or used for residential
development, it is gone forever. So
are the endemic species it harbors.

Long Pine Key in Everglades

National Park is the only large, in"tact
block of the original Rock Ridge
pinelands left. It is a splendid tract
and is under management aimed at
preserving its essential nature, but it
represents only the southern,

tropical half of the original Rock

Ridge pinelands and, furthermore,

does not provide a refuge for all of
the Rock Ridge endemics. Smaller

blocks are found in several Dade

County parks. The largest ones are in
Navy Wells Pineland Preserve and
Larry and Penny Thompson Park.

Remnants are found in the other
county parks, such as Bird Drive Park,

Coral Reef Park, and Ron Ehman

Park. Some nice tracts of pineland are
held by the Dade County School

Board. The largest tract of pines left in
private hands is on the Deering Estate
at Cutler. Several smaller blocks of
privately owned pineland are

enrolled in Dade County's

endangered lands program,

indicating that the owners do not
intend to disturb or modify the sites
for at least several years.

Tamiami Pines, a Dade County

park, is not included on the above list
because it is not a Rock Ridge

pineland. Rather, it is more akin to
the pinelands of Big Cypress.

Lest the above list give the
impression that pinelands are still
plentiful, it should be noted that less

than 2% of the original Rock Ridge
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