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T.R.E.E.S

by William D. Moriaty

The 1-75/1-4 Interchange near
Tampa is Florida's largest and most
complex single interchange. It in-
cludes 375 acres, 11 miles of road
network, and 20 bridges. Its land
composition ranges from dry south

Florida pine flatwoods to wet hard-

wood swamps.

The concept of reforesting and
beautifying the interchanges with

native trees was presented to the

Florida Department of Transportation

(DOT) in Tallahassee on February 28,

1985, by T.R.E.E. (Tampa Reforesta-

tion and Environmental Effort, Inc.).

DOT landscape architect Gary Henry,
a proponent of native plant usage and

preservation, was favorably inclined

but uncertain of the outcome.

The' project is unique both in its
planning and in its execution, par-
ticularly in one important aspect -
it called for strictly no-maintenance"
native vegetation installed at no cost
for labor.

The result has been a remarkable
example of what can be accom-

plished by a deqicated group of peo-

ple who care about a cause.

The first "Arbor Day on the Sun-

way" was held on January 25, 1986,

nearly a year after T.R.E.E. president

.
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1-75/1-4 Interchange - 375 acres, 11 miles of roads, 20 bridges, and 19 planting plots.

William Moriaty presented his idea to their natural range under conditions
the DOT. Planning required massive of no maintenance or irrigation (i.e.,

man-hour efforts: landscape design; Acer barbatum, Betula nigra, Lirioden-
125 hours of collecting data (six dron tulipifera, Magnolia acuminata,
hours of it in a torrential rain storm) Magnolia tripetala, Oxydendron ar-

on soil composition, existing vegeta- boreum, Nyssa ogeche, Quercus alba,

tion, solar exposure, and hydrology, and Quercus shumardii).

for site assessments; soliciting vol- Survival and performance observa-

unteers; and caring for trees at the tions are collected each six months

T.R.E.E. nursery. Sixteen sets of DOT and submitted to the Florida DOT,

sepias needed for plot designs re- Walt Disney World Nursery, and to the
quired close to 100 hours of erasure leaders of the volunteer organizations
and redefinition to be compatible involved in the plantings. Perfor-
with the landscape designs. mance of wildflower plantings will be

The design for such an area was submitted to Florida DOT, Dr. Dan

challenging enough, but equally
demanding was the planning and pro-
cedures needed to transport vol-
unteers and trees to the sites safely.

Since the first "Arbor Day on the

Sunway" in January of 1986, a total
of 1146 native trees and four wild.
flower varieties have been planted
at the interchange, through the labor
of over 160 volunteers from ten
organizations.

Thirty two varieties of native trees

~ have been planted. The most com-

:I: monly used is the Slash Pine (Pinus

.s- elliottii), because of its evergreen

~,~ habit, rapid growth, and high survival

¥;.;,~::; rate. To avoid a monoculture, how-
S ever, and to enhance the beauty of the

.f:. interchange, Dogwood (Comus florida)

~ and Redbud (Cercis canadensis) were

added. The interchange is also acting,
. as a testin g ground for the Perfor-

Volunteers remove a sweetgum from Its .

container. mance of natives planted beyond

~

Young.
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Austin and Penny Honeychurch at
Florida Atlantic University, and the
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs.

The overall survival rate was 91 %
in May, 1986, following the first "Ar-

bor Day", and 96% in May, 1987, fol-
lowing the second project - a telling
statement of the survival of Florida
native plants under absolutely no-
maintenance conditions,

All of this has been done at no cost
to the public, and with no monetary
compensation to the participants.
The only reward given to those in-
volved is recognition in the form of a
thank-you sheet with each partici-
pant's name on it, featuring an il-
lustration of Dagwood from the King
Features Syndicate comic strip,
"Blondie",

On Saturday, January 23, 1988,

T,R,E.E. will conduct its third "Arbor

Day on the Sunway", These projects

- inspired by a rich natural heritage,
and motivated by its rapid displace-
ment by development - are a tribute
to the responsible stewardship of the
people of our region,


