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Position Available

Biologist
Freshwater/upland/wildlife biologist

position available. Experience with
south Florida freshwater plant species
and upland tree resources required.
Work includes site assessments, jurisdic
tional determinations, preparation and
processing of applications wi th local,
state and federal governmental agencies.
WordPerfect, spreadsheet and database
knowledge preferred. Salary based upon
experience.

Direct inquiries to:
Ed Swakon, P.E. President
EAS Engineering, Ine.
55 Almeria Ave.
Coral Gables, FL 33134
Phone: 305/445-5553
Fax: 305/444-2112

Resumes and references required for
all applican ts.

EAS Engineering, Inc. is a local engi
neering firm specializing in coastal and
freshwater wetland permitting, mitiga
tion design and monitoring and GIS
applications. EAS Engineering, Inc. is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

were referenced as abundant, locally
abundant, frequent, occasional, and
rare, based on the canopy coverage.
Community classification followed
the scheme outlined in A Guide to the

Natural Communities of Florida, pub
lished by the Florida Natural Areas
Inventory and the Florida Depart
ment of Natural Resources in 1990.
The communities reported in this
series include beach dune, coastal
strand, coastal grassland, coastal
hammock, and coastal rock barren.

The contents of the separate vol
umes varies slightly, but each reports
on the communities discovered, plant
species found in each community,
and rare plants and animals. Com
mon and scientific names are pro
vided for the various taxa. Commu
nity composition by region is summa
rized in terms of acreage (albeit im
precise), ownership (public and pri
vate), and rating of quality. United
State Geological Survey quad sheets
were photocopied to produce maps
of each parcel discussed in the site
summary appendix. The site summa
ries are extremely valuable, providing
descriptive text on the physical set
ting, plant communities, and rare
species, among other things.

The collective work is outstanding
and illustrates the level of field effort
needed to get a handle on a subset of
natural communities and the associ
ated biodiversity. These data provide
a strong scientific basis for thoughtful
efforts in land acquisition at state,
regional, and local levels of govern
ment and in the private sector.

This two and one-half year project
was funded through the Department
of Community Affairs from the Na
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad
ministration. Additional support was

Centuries ago longleaf pine forests dominated the coastal Southeast. Under

that seemingly continuous canopy of pines, a tremendous diversity of plantand animal species coexisted. Today, longleaf covers less than 4% of its original
range and is still being lost at the rate of over 140,000 acres a year. Newaware

ness of natural ecosystem management provides hope that longleaf can be
restored. Send $8 to order one mformational calendar, or $7 if you order fiveor more, and thank you for helping perpetuate longleaf forests for the future.

LONGLEAF LEGACIES
Longleaf Pine - The Forest That Built America

by I. Jack Stout

Science Rou dup',J
(Dr. Stout, Professor of Botany at the
University of Central Florida and Science
Committee Chairman for FNPS, will be
presenting this regular column.)

One of FNPS's members, Dr. Ann
Johnson, with various co-workers, has
written five volumes of wonderful
material on coastal upland ecosys
tems (natural communities) of our
coasts and barrier islands. The second
volume in this six-volume series fo
cuses on the Florida Keys and was
prepared by Curtis R. Kruer. The
primary title of each volume is: An
Assessment of Florida's Remaining
Coastal Upland Natural Communities;
secondary titles reference the region
of coastal Florida that is reported on
in the particular volume. Full titles
are listed at the end of this review.
The objective of the study was to
identify the undeveloped coastal
upland natural communities in each
coastal county. Parcels greater than 20
acres were eventually ranked accord
ing to plant species diversity, struc
ture, and the degree of exotic inva
sion. Site visits and surveys of the
vegetation allowed these remaining
communities to be described based
on the dominant plant species and
their frequency of occurrence. Plants


