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FNPS Landscape Awards
Each year at the Annual Conference, FNPS honors the use of native plants  

in restorative and traditional landscape installations with the  
“Design With Natives” program, which gives amateur and professional  

designers an opportunity to share their efforts and be honored for their  
achievements. We congratulate the winners of the 2009  

“Design With Natives” Awards, showcased here.
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 Jim Bierly sited his new home to save existing longleaf pines and 
worked with the builder to clear only 1/3 of the one acre lot for house, 
drive and landscape.
 The standard builder’s landscaping package included non-native  
viburnums, camellias and azaleas, and community deed restrictions  
required the installation of turf grass and in-ground irrigation. Bierly  
gradually removed non-native plants and replanted with natives. The  
initial amount of turf grass has been reduced by 50%, and native Florida 
species now compose 95% of the landscaping.
 Three butterfly/hummingbird gardens were planted with nectar-
producing plants. A fish pond 8 feet in diameter was installed and stocked 
with mosquito fish (Gambusia species) and aquatic species including water 
lily (Nymphaea species) and lizard’s tail (Saururus cernuus). Last year a bog 
garden was built which includes cardinal flowers (Lobelia cardinalis) 
and scarlet hibiscus (Hibiscus coccineus) as well as other wet area plants.
 Over 100 pine trees of various sizes grow near the property, and pine 
needles and various oak leaves are used exclusively for mulch.
 The garden receives many visitors. Garden walks have been attended 
by neighbors, local newspaper reporters, members of the Citrus Chapter  
of FNPS and area garden clubs.
 

 Shoppers and diners approaching the front of Amy’s Gourmet are 
welcomed by cabbage and paurotis palms, marlberry, sand cordgrass, 
gamagrass, Bahama coffee, and silver oxeye daisy.  
 Other species included in the design are Simpson’s stopper, myrsine, 
needle palm, gaillardia, gumbo limbo, and Spanish stopper.
 Screening the parking lot are slash pines, blolly, silver saw palmetto, 
cocoplum, and pineland privet. An attractive center parking island is 
planted with live oak, green buttonwood and Walter’s viburnum.
 Roadside plantings feature live oak, black ironwood, pigeon plum, 
firebush and Simpson’s stopper, and the retention basin is lush with bald 
cypress, buttonbush, wax myrtle, pond apple, and hedge of Florida privet.

 In 2006 the Town of Ponce Inlet constructed a multi-purpose Town 
Hall building and a Police Station on 9.6 acres of coastal strand and 
maritime forest. The Town’s plan fit the public buildings into the naturally 
existing topography and environment and created an aesthetically pleasing 
landscape using native plants.
 Because native plants are defined by their presence at the time Juan 
Ponce de Leon landed in Florida in 1513, it is only fitting that the town 
named for Ponce de Leon would endeavor to preserve its native plant 
resources around the Town Hall & Police Station.
 Only the roads and building footprints were cleared and most of the 
remaining vegetation was preserved. Where land was disturbed during 
construction it was re-vegetated with native plants.

Continued on page 8
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 The McKay Creek Greenway is a green corridor located in Pinellas County. The 400-acre  
Walsingham Park, Pinellas Extension, the Heritage Village historical complex, the Florida  
Botanical Gardens, 60-acre “The Natural Area”, Animal Services, 23-acre Ridgecrest Park and  
157-acre Taylor Park are all part of the Greenway. The site includes pine flatwoods, xeric  
hammock, forested wetland, and scrub hardwoods, and 26 state and/or federally listed species  
make the Greenway their home.
  Too close to major roads for prescriptive fire, inappropriate successional native plants thrived, 
with oaks and grape vines shading out under-story vegetation. Due to the inappropriate habitat,  
quail and gopher tortoise migrated away from the area.
 Habitat restoration and enhancement began with the elimination of Brazilian pepper, climbing 
fern, air potato, Guinea and cogon grass. After exotic removal, 6,500 native plants were installed  
and established. A winding interpretive trail was created, enhanced by 17 educational signs  
containing information about habitat restoration, prescribed burning, native habitats, native plant 
species, wildlife needs, exotic invasive plants, and the benefits of dead tree snags.
  Volunteers and staff continue to maintain and upgrade the site on a regular basis.

 Lee County Port Authority’s  
Mitigation Park was created to address  
the County’s future mitigation needs in  
advance of planned expansion projects.
 At nearly 7,000 acres, the Mitigation 
Park contains the single largest freshwater marsh in Lee County, which covers over 1,000 acres.  
 In addition to wetland areas, several fallow farm fields in the park required restoration. 
Aerial photos from 1953 were used to discover original drainage patterns and flow ways. A 
total of 406 acres of marsh and wetland creation was proposed after review of these historic 
photos. Before proceeding with the restoration, a two year study of rain fall and groundwater 
monitoring was performed, which helped to identify proper elevations for the target hydroperiod 
for each wetland type.
 Over 150,000 cubic yards of organic material removed from wetlands impacted by the 
construction of a new airport terminal were used in the restoration. More than 800,000  
plants were installed in the created wetlands, with an 80% survival rate. An additional 1,370 
acres of uplands and wetlands were enhanced, reducing invasive exotics to only 5% coverage.
 To date, restoration of the Mitigation Park has cost $7.8 million.
 5,042 of the total 7,000 acres in Mitigation Park are preservation lands. Of this total, 
3,378 acres are wetlands and 1,664 acres are comprised of uplands. The Mitigation Park  
also provides important connectivity to other preservation areas such as the 60,000 acre 
Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed.

FNPS Landscape Awards
Continued from page 5
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 The SummerCamp Beach Club was built as the com-
mercial and recreational center of the SummerCamp Beach 
development. Coastal pine flatwoods were the dominant 
vegetation on the site, and care was taken to preserve as 
much natural vegetation as possible during construction. 
100% of the new plantings are north Florida natives and  
all are mulched with pine straw. The project includes an  
in-ground irrigation system installed to assist with the  
establishment of new plantings, and the system will be 
turned off as plant establishment dictates. ❁

 
 Over the years, Martin County has acquired more than 350 acres of sensitive 
coastal habitat. Many sites have been disturbed by mosquito control projects, road 
building, and construction. The subsequent invasion of exotic plants, which often 
developed into monocultures, competed with native species for dominance.
 Restoration was a top priority, and efforts were focused on restoring 1 linear 
mile of coastal habitat at Bob Graham Beach, Curtis Beach, Alex/Beachwalk 
Pasley, Santa Lucea and Jensen Beach. $750,000 was spent removing exotics 
from 50 acres, and 20 acres were vegetated with native plants appropriate to 
the coastal strand. Meadow Beauty Nursery was hired to collect seeds and grow 
many of the plants since some species needed for restoration were unavailable.
 Nearly 16,000 plants were installed and volunteers contributed approximately 
1,000 hours of time to the restoration effort. Signs highlighting the problem of  
exotics and the benefits of using native plants were placed on site to educate  
visitors about the importance of the restoration to the health of the coastal strand.

 

 The original landscaping at this site consisted of a sea of thirsty St. Augustine 
grass, a single foxtail palm and a ribbon of exotics around the house.
 David and Johanna Mills desired a lush, aesthetically pleasing garden that 
would replace their turf grass with low maintenance native plants, and would 
require less water and fertilizer consumption.
 Cabbage palms and a non-native royal poinciana tree give shade, textural 
diversity and definition to the once barren front yard. Muhly grass, dune sun-
flower and beach elder fill out the ground plane and add seasonal interest and 
color, while coontie, sea grape, firebush, Jamaican caper, Simpson’s stopper, 
Florida privet and necklace pod blend together nicely to provide a year round 
mass of intermediate height color and texture. The owners may well have 
trouble seeing their house from the street in a few years.
 Designer Shawnee Bray also included Dahoon holly, silver buttonwood, 
pigeon plum, Muhly grass, silver saw palmetto, royal palms, and cocoplum in 
the new plantings.
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  The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society 
is to conserve, preserve, and restore the native plants  
and native plant communities of Florida. 

Official definition of native plant: 
For most purposes, the phrase Florida native plant refers 
to those species occurring within the state boundaries 
prior to European contact, according to the best available 
scientific and historical documentation. More specifically,  
it includes those species understood as indigenous, 
occurring in natural associations in habitats that existed 
prior to significant human impacts and alterations of  
the landscape.
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reserved. No part of the contents of this magazine may be reproduced by any 
means without written consent of the editor. The Palmetto is published four 
times a year by the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) as a benefit to 
members. The observations and opinions expressed in attributed columns 
and articles are those of the respective authors and should not be interpreted 
as representing the official views of the Florida Native Plant Society or the 
editor, except where otherwise stated.

Editorial Content

We welcome articles on native plant species and related conservation topics, 
as well as high-quality botanical  illustrations and photographs. Contact the 
editor for guidelines, deadlines and other information.  
Editor: Marjorie Shropshire, Visual Key Creative, Inc. palmetto@fnps.org ● 
(772) 285-4286 ● 1876 NW Fork Road, Stuart, FL 34994For more Information: 

http://fnps.org

To become a member, contact your local 
Chapter Representative, call, write, or e-mail  
FNPS, or join online at www.fnps.org/join

Follow FNPS online:

Blog: http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FNPSfans 
Twitter: twitter.com/FNPSonline 
LinkedIn: Groups, Florida Native Plant Society
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