
FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY  

PRESERVATION POLICY 

 
 

POLICY STATEMENT 

The preservation and perpetuation of native plant communities is our highest priority. Restoration of disturbed 

lands and the encouragement of the use of native plants for landscaping are important secondary goals. However, 

restoration must not be considered as a desirable or an equal alternative to preservation. Be it affirmed then: FNPS 

is, dedicated to the identification, preservation and understanding of native plant communities..  

BACKGROUND  

The Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) was organized by people concerned with the preservation and 

perpetuation of a vanishing resource - our native plant communities. It is generally understood that plants provide 

the energy conversion that drives the earths' major ecosystems; however, plant communities perform other 

functions which are also crucial to ecosystem viability. Unfortunately community functions are imperfectly 

understood and often neglected. 

 It is a major role then for environmental organizations to promote understanding of the ecological consequences 

of mankinds' actions. It is the specific role, for FNPS to promote understanding of the dependency the people of 

Florida, the nation, and the world have on native plant communities. 

1. Preservation and perpetuation of native plant communities are important in part because: 

2. Native plant communities protect water resources. For example: Upland forests stabilize soil preventing 

erosion and the consequent degradation of receiving waters. Wetland plant communities purify water by 

filtering particulates and assimilating nutrients contained in run-off. 

3. Native plant communities help protect air quality. Plants, especially forests, remove carbon compounds 

from the air and store them in woody plant tissue; 

4. Native plant communities provide genetic diversity. The continued production of food for humanity 

depends on seeking out disease and pest resistant native plant strains related to agricultural crops. 

Medicines to combat pestilence must come in the future as in the past from plant species which may not 

be there when we need them. 

5. The wildlife and fishery resources which provide a substantial portion of humanities protein and 

recreation depend on the primary productivity and habitat quality of native plant communities. 

6. Disruption of native plant communities leads to invasion by exotic plants. Exotics proliferate away from 

natural controls and reduce habitat value for wildlife, recreation and resource management. 

7. Native plant communities stabilize our fragile barrier islands which buffer the mainland from cyclonic 

wind and -storm surge. 

8. Native plant communities provide aesthetic enjoyment and recreation to millions of our countrymen who 

in turn support a vast outdoor recreation industry. 

FNPS resolves that the preservation and perpetuation of native plant communities is our highest priority. 

Restoration of disturbed lands and the encouragement of the use of native plants for landscaping are important 



secondary goals. However, restoration must not be considered as a desirable or an equal alternative to 

preservation. Be it affirmed then: FNPS is, dedicated to the identification, preservation and understanding of 

native plant communities. 

 


