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President: Jenny Welch
1st Vice President: Mark Johnson
2nd Vice President:
Secretary: Danny Husband (continuing)
Treasurer: Cindy Meketa (continuing)
Chapter Rep: Chris Matson

If you know of someone else (even yourself) who could help in a leadership role, competition for the above
positions would be welcome.  Nominations will be taken from the floor.

FYI, The following have volunteered to continue in the following roles at the discretion of the elected
President.

Membership: Sue Parent
Publicity/Newsletter: Loret Thatcher

�����������������	�
by Loret Thatcher
Claudia Canty has stepped down as editor of The Lily Pad.  Claudia did an outstanding job over the past
year and a half and should be commended for her outstanding feature articles and the endless wealth of
information regarding native plants and invasives she provided to us during her tenure. Thanks Claudia, on
behalf of all the members and potential members, for your time and efforts.  I know I learned a lot!

I have taken on the task of editor (with considerable help from Claudia) beginning with this issue.  I'll be
keeping the majority of the features already found and will hopefully come up with new ideas to keep our
newsletter fresh and educational. You'll see a few changes in the issues to come as I get used to preparing a
monthly newsletter. Please bear with me as initially the formatting may be a little rough as I transition to my
software.
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The first new feature I'd like to include is a Book Review section, Read it or Skip it, so if you have a book
related to Florida native plants or ecology in general, please write up a review (good or bad) and submit it to
me for consideration in future issues.  This is YOUR newsletter.  Feel free to recommend features that you'd
like to see and I’ll take it up with the Pine Lily Board.  I'd also like to incorporate member submitted articles
about native plant experiences and pictures of gardens in Osceola County.  I will publish deadlines and
submission criteria in a future issue.  At the current time, the email address for the Lily Pad will remain the
same:  thelilypad_fnps@hotmail.com  You can always contact me via telephone as well:  407-892-4547.  I
look forward to this opportunity and constructive feedback is always welcome.
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Special thanks goes out to Kattya Graham, Gayle Chisholm and Sarah Chisholm for stepping up to
help cover the information table at  the Dark Sky Festival.  These gals are not members but saw our
request in an email and willingly volunteered to help us out and they did a GREAT JOB.  Jenny
Welch, Loret Thatcher, Susan Parent, Chris Matson and Kim Duffy also provided their expertise at
recent public events.  Get in on the action.  Let Jenny know your availability in the future.

* * *

)����*� :  Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. by Cynthia Barnett (recommended
by Loret).

“Mirage combines environmental history and investigative journalism to tell how one of the wettest
places in the world has come to face water shortages. It explains key water issues, from economics
to politics, in a clear, lively style. Its ultimate message is one of hope for the future. Mirage was this
year’s Gold medal winner for best nonfiction in the Florida Book Awards. Publisher’s Weekly called
it ‘vital reading for citizens and policymakers as global concerns over water scarcity grow.’
Resources at: www.CynthiaBarnett.net”.  Learn more at:  Florida's Eden Water Awareness
Campaign (http://www.floridaseden.org/mirage/)

* * *

'�	
��
��+����,����� :  According to FNPS Lobbyist, Sue Mullins, the Florida Forever Land
Acquisition Program was indeed funded in the state budget at $15 million.  It is well short of the $300
million that should have been budgeted but there is relief that this program is still intact.
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Heard around:  "Unfortunately, too many people view plants as merely part of a home’s decor rather than a
critical part of our life support system". Association of Florida Native Nurseries "Know your plants"
http://www.afnn.org/docs/knowyourplants.pdf
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Endangered Species Quiz (answers below)

1)   The Endangered Species Act is one of the most successful environmental laws ever put into place,
and has been credited with having saved _______% of the species it protects.

a.) 75%
b.) 80%
c.) 99%
d.) 85%

2)   True or false:  there are more plants on the lists of endangered and threatened species in the United
States than animals.

a.) True
b.) False

3)   How many species are listed as endangered or threatened in the United States?

a.) about 750
b.) about 4,000
c.) about 1,300

There are more quiz questions at http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ESDay/quiz2.html

����������;��	��0�
�����������;��	��0�
�����������;��	��0�
�����������;��	��0�
�
Bridgett Tolley, Community Outreach Specialist for the South Florida Water Management District will
present “Water For Land’s Sake” a powerpoint presentation that describes the District’s land management
responsibilities as well as recreational opportunities available on District-managed lands in the Kissimmee
valley and throughout the 16-county region.

In her role as the Community Outreach Specialist, Bridgett works with civic groups, environmental
organizations, local governments and teachers and students, informing them of the importance of preserving
our water resources and the role and responsibilities of the South Florida Water Management District.

Bridgett has worked for the District for more than 16 years in a variety of positions, including
administration, project management and public relations.  She is a graduate of the University of Central
Florida and Florida Atlantic University.  Bridgett is a member and past president of the Central Florida
Association of Environmental Professionals and has served on the board of directors for Community Vision,
a non-profit organization in Osceola County.

* * *

�� ����
�� True
3) About 1,300.  There are 750 listed plant species

and 577 listed animals.
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Following are excerpts from http://www.osceola-parkway.com

“A corridor feasibility study is being conducted to examine the potential realignment and extension of
Osceola Parkway from the vicinity of its current eastern boundary at Boggy Creek Road to the Northeast
Planning District. The length of the study area is approximately 10 miles.

Located approximately three miles east of East Lake Tohopekaliga and just south of the Osceola County
and Seminole County line, the Northeast Planning District will ultimately provide a major center for
economic development. The residential and business growth in the area will result in additional traffic on
the existing roadway network.

The purpose of the Osceola Parkway extension is to provide an additional east-west travel corridor to
support the increased traffic expected from future economic and residential development in the area.  The
study process will address the financial, engineering, environmental and social aspects of providing an
additional roadway.  The ultimate goal of this project is to meet the transportation needs of the people who
reside, work, and travel within the project area.

We encourage you to participate in the Osceola Parkway Extension Feasibility Study and invite your
questions and comments. We are also available to meet with your group or neighborhood association. If
you have questions regarding this project or would like to schedule a meeting, please contact Mandy
Loughran by phone at (407) 971-8850 or by e-mail at mloughran@inwoodinc.com. Written comments and
questions can be faxed to (407) 971-8955 or mailed to:

Osceola Parkway Extension Feasibility Study
Public Involvement Office
Attention: Mandy Loughran
Inwood Consulting Engineers, Inc.
3000 Dovera Drive, Suite 200
Oviedo, FL 32765 ”

* * *

Pine Lily will have an information table at the
Baby Owl Shower!

��=���������=���������=���������=�������
June will be our social.  Stay tuned for details!
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Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application
Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto.  Joining the FNPS also entitles Check pertinent category:
you to membership privileges in the Pine Lily Chapter of the FNPS and a
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Lily Pad. � �Individual $35      � �Not-for-profit

� �Full time student $15              organization $50
� �New Member      � �Renewal
� �Library subscription $15    � �Business or
� �Family or household $30 corporate $100

Name _____________________________________________________ �   Contributing $40      � �Donor $250
� �Supporting $250

Business name or organization _________________________________
Make check payable to: FNPS

Address ___________________________________________________ Detach and mail to:
 Pine Lily Chapter of
City, State and Zip ___________________________________________ Florida Native Plant Society

P.O. Box 278
Home phone ____________________ Work phone _________________ Melbourne, FL 32902-0278
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