
June 2010
Volume 4, Issue 6

���������	���
������
��������������
���
���������	�������������������	���������
���	����������������	����������
�����������
�
���	�������������
��������������	��

�
������

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
���������	

��������
���������������� ���
����

�������

 �� ���
�����������	

��� �����	��
��������!���	����������
�����	�"�����

��
������	
#�����$�	%��� �������� ���	%����������"

���������	
&�������	�� ���������� ����
!���%��'����

�����������	
(���	����	�� ������� "��		"��)�����
����

����������	
��	��������� ����� 	������*+����������

�����
��������������	
,���� ������������������ ����,�
��������
����

Election Results
Elections were held at the May 13th

meeting to select an Executive
Committee for the year beginning
June 1, 2010. Here are the results:

President:  Jenny Welch
1st Vice President:  Mark Johnson
Secretary:  Danny Husband
Treasurer:  Amy Johnson
Chapter Rep:  Chris Matson

Committee Chairs to continue
Jenny Welch will continue to
perform the duties normally
designated to the 2nd Vice President
which was not filled at this time.  She
also will continue as Events/
Education Chair.  Danny Husband
will continue to be in charge of Field
Trips.  Susan Parent will continue as
the Membership Chair and Loret will
continue as the Publicity Chair which
now will include publishing the
Newsletter.

Get Involved
We could use everyone’s help in
guiding the Chapter forward.  Email
any Board member to find out where
you might fit in to the organization.

A Message from
our President
by Jenny Welch

I have just returned from the FNPS
annual conference in Tallahassee
where I learned many new things.
Seeing the pitcher plant bogs was
one the highlights of my trip.  Being
able to drive slowly on back roads

through small towns across Florida
was an awesome way to see Florida.
Learning more about our native
plants, their habitats, and how
Florida Native Plant Society works
was inspiring.

In my roll as President, I plan to
share what I learned with Pine Lily.
I hope that by furthering our
educational outreach program, our
chapter can grow by inspiring others
within the Osceola community to
learn more, and do more towards
improving biodiversity by use of
native plants in the home landscape.

June Meeting Place
Change
June is Great Outdoors Month so we
are moving the meeting to the great
outdoors of Ralph V. Chisholm
Regional Park on East Lake Toho in
Saint Cloud (parking and entry is off
of Narcoosee Road).  It is a social
event which will include a plant walk
and we’ve invited the Master
Gardeners to join us.  We hope to get
some dialog going while we walk to

The Lily Pad 

Shown left to right: Mark Johnson, Jenny Welch,
Amy Johnson, Susan Parent and Loret Thatcher

This Month’s New

and Renewing Members

Patricia Dandrea

Meeting is Thursday
June 17th 6:30 p.m.

CHISHOLM PARK
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get your ideas on what you’d like to
see at future meetings, field trips, in
The Lily Pad, etc. so put on your
thinking caps and let us know what
we can do to improve the chapter.
Bring some type snack or dessert to
share and we will provide cold
beverages.  We’ll meet as usual at
6:30p with the plant walk starting
around 7:30p or so.  Feel free to
come early and enjoy what Chisholm
Park has to offer.  Located at 4700
Chisholm Park Trail, St. Cloud, FL
34771

Scarlet Milkweed
¼  Monarchs love
it, but should you
really be using it in
your butterfly
habitat?
Excerpt from University of Florida
IFAS Extension Publication
#WEC266

“To develop appropriate habitats for
monarchs, we need to move beyond
thinking only about particular host
species toward a focus on planting
native communities. Backyard
butterfly garden programs usually do
not encourage gardeners to consider
nearby plant communities (forests,
prairies, or parks) when choosing
plants for their gardens. Such
programs often promote homogenous
plantings and tend to focus on
species that have beautiful flowers,
attract butterflies, bloom year-round,
and require little attention. This often
means that they promote nonnative,
potentially invasive plant species. In
fact, one of the most frequently
recommended plants for monarch
gardens is an exotic species, scarlet
milkweed (Asclepias curassavica,

also known as tropical milkweed or
bloodflower).

“There are 21 native milkweed
species in Florida. While some of
these species may not be quite as
showy as A. curassavica, they work
perfectly well as monarch attractants.
Gardeners should rest assured that
monarchs are well adapted to
consuming these native species. For
example, while butterflyweed (A.
tuberosa) has tougher leaves than
scarlet milkweed (and in fact
monarchs need to eat more of this
plant than other species to get the
nutrients they need), caterpillars that
eat only A. tuberosa grow just as
well as those that eat other species
including A. curassavica.

“Scarlet milkweed is native to South
America but has become a
naturalized weed in tropical and
subtropical areas throughout the
world. Whereas most other

milkweeds do not grow aggressively,
scarlet milkweed has been found to
be self-compatible (individual plants
can seed themselves) which enables
it to spread more effectively. This
species establishes itself most readily
in dry, sandy, disturbed areas, but
also grows in mucky soils in
swamps. It has become invasive—
meaning it aggressively takes over

habitat of native species—on many
Pacific Islands (e.g., Galápagos, Fiji,
Society Islands, Hawaii) and in some
Pacific Rim countries (e.g.,
Australia, China, Malaysia). In the
continental U.S. it is established in
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, and
some coastal areas of southern
California.

“All milkweeds contain toxins, called
cardenolides, which the monarch has
adapted to be able to ingest. These
toxins serve to protect both the plants
and the monarchs from predators.
Scarlet milkweed contains much
higher amounts of toxins than native
milkweeds. Monarchs do not
discriminate between Asclepias that
have high or low toxicity; higher
toxicity milkweed may hinder larval
performance, but it may also provide
additional protection from predation.
More research into scarlet
milkweed's effects is needed because
it may have adverse effects on
monarchs that we do not yet
understand.  One clear harmful effect
the increase in tropical milkweeds in
mild climates has had on monarchs is
the resulting establishment of year-
round monarch populations in new
locations, such as Bermuda and
Texas. This development might seem
beneficial, but research at Emory
University demonstrated that

Scarlet Milkweed
(Asclepias curassavica)
Photo © Jenny Welch

Native Butterflyweed
(A. tuberosa)

Photo © Jenny Welch
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migrating monarchs have a much
lower occurrence of parasites than
those that do not migrate. Therefore,
any new resident populations
resulting from an increase in tropical
milkweeds are likely to be heavily
infected with parasites.

“In southern Florida, scarlet
milkweed can be found growing wild
in Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-
Dade, Monroe, Lee and Hendry
Counties, and in the Florida Keys.
Although scarlet milkweed is not on
the Florida Exotic Pest Plant
Council's (FLEPPC) list of invasive
species, populations are increasing
throughout the state due to heavy
planting and seeds being transported
by the wind. The species was
collected as early as 1936 in Florida,
and by the 1960s it was found along
roadsides, then in pastures and
weedy lots, and had spread into
natural areas by the 1990s. Scarlet
milkweed has been observed in
numerous southern Florida natural
areas including Coconut Creek
Maple Swamp, Bill Baggs Cape
Florida State Park, Big Cypress
National Preserve, Castellow
Hammock, Dupuis Reserve,
Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem
Watershed, J.W. Corbett Wildlife
Management Area, Everglades
National Park, and Fisheating Creek
Wildlife Management Area.”

Ed. note:  Before it becomes an
increasing problem in our central
Florida communities, please consider
the consequences and choose one
of the 21 native varieties.

���

Species Spotlight
Myrica cerifera
by Loret

Southern Bayberry or Wax Myrtle is a
versatile evergreen native for most
landscapes.  It can be used alone as a
great specimen or group together to
form quick growing hedges or privacy
screens.  Left unpruned, it will become
a multitrunk tree which can reach
heights of 25 feet but is normally
maintained in the 10 to 15 ft range.
There is also a dwarf variety available.

Wax myrtle grows in a variety of
habitats but prefers moist sandy soils
and is great in areas that experience

flooding, yet is drought tolerant once
established.  Salt-tolerant, it does well
in full sun to partial shade but growth
will be thin in total shade.  The wax
coated fruits can be used to make
scented candles.  It provides excellent
cover for wildlife.  Wild turkey, bob-
white quail, various waterfowl,
catbirds, thrashers, bluebirds, vireos,
warblers, tree swallows, squirrels and
other mammals are some of the species
who rely on its berries as a winter food
source.  It is dioecious and only female
plants have fruits provided there is a
male nearby for pollination.  Larval
host for Red-banded Hairstreak
Butterfly * which use it's leaf litter.  It
should not be planted too close to
structures as it has oils contained in the
leaves which could ignite in a fire but
is recommended for street planting
especially beneath powerlines. .

USDA hardiness zones: 7B through
11;

sources: www.floridata.com; www.floridasnature.com; www.sfrc.ufl.edu;
www.fs.fed.us; hort.ufl.edu; wildflower.org

Society
Recognized
The Florida Native Plant Society
was recognized by Charlie Christ,
Governor of Florida, and his
Cabinet Members for 30 years of
service to conservation,
preservation and restoration of
Florida’s native plants and native
plant ecosystems.

FNPS President, Gene Kelly, FNPS Conference Committee Chair,
Nia Wellendorf and FNPS Executive Director, Kariena Veaudry
accepting the resolution from the Governor’s Cabinet on May 10,
2010

*Redbanded Hairstreak Butterfly
(Calycopis cecrops)
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We need a
projector!
by Loret

The time has come for Pine Lily to
get their own projector for use at
meetings and in presentations
planned for future outreach
education.  If anyone has fundraising
ideas or knows of someone who
would be willing to donate one to our
non-profit organization, please let the
Board of Directors know.  To
purchase one, we anticipate a cost of
approximately $800.00.  If you'd like
to make a tax-deductible donation,
checks can be made out to The Pine
Lily Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society and note that the
donation should be used for the
projector fund.

2011 Conference
We need people to get on board as
volunteers for the May 2011
Conference.  Needed are Trip and
Lunch Coordinators for each field
trip in our county which tentatively
includes Forever Florida, Gatorland,
Shingle Creek and DWP.  In addition
Registration help will be needed ,
ideas on what we could sell to raise
funds, items for and someone to run
the silent auction , and, more
importantly at this point in the
process, SPONSORS.  If you have
any ideas, please Let Jenny know so
she can point you to who is in charge
of the area you can help in.

Volunteer Update
by Loret

Baby Owl Shower:  Center for Birds of Prey
The kids loved Jenny's interactive learning project which consisted of mixing
mud (chocolate pudding) with dirt (crushed Oreos), and then the kids got to
dress it up with their choice of grass (green sugar), lady bugs (some sort of pink
candy), beetles (raisins), ants (chocolate sprinkles), worms (gummy worms) and
seeds (some other colorful candies). We sent off a lot of "sugar-charged kids".

My live bug displays were also a big hit and with Jenny's display board of Good
or Bad Bugs initiated a lot of conversation. The live insects and caterpillars
were relieved to get back to Holopaw. They thought Orange County was
crowded, cramped and the people there are rather nosey. I'm pleased to report
the insects headed out into the meadow upon removal of their screens!

Many people were surprised to find out that flies perform pollination duties (I
brought a soldier fly). Even more were surprised to find out that those
caterpillars that were eating my Maypop were good bugs and turned into the
pretty orange butterflies that were gracious enough to flit about close by our
table. Dragonfly and damselfly also provided interest. There will be a lot less
caterpillar killing going on! Several people learned that they weren't the same
cats as appear on oleander and the display board showed a polka-dot wasp so I
could explain what that type of caterpillar turned into. It all blended together
nicely.

A big hand goes out to Sandie Mulrooney for helping all those kids with the
"dirt cups". She went above and beyond the call of duty. Personally, I may
never eat chocolate pudding again. I'm not sure how much was served, but it
seemed like it never stopped for a minute. Sandie also got a lot of brochures
into a lot of hands!

As always Jenny did a great job in pulling this event together, although I'm not
sure I will ever forgive her for the learning project and on that front, Jenny and
Sandie did most of the work! :-P
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Discover Osceola September 16
Pioneer Day: November 13
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NABA Butterfly
Count
The North American Butterfly
Association's 4th of July count in
Osceola County is on Wednesday,
June 23 at Bull Creek WMA. This
count covers Bull Creek, Triple N &
Forever Florida. If you are interested
please contact lcooper298@aol.com
to register as 4 wheel drive vehicles
are needed in some of the areas and
space is limited.  There are other
counts at Bok Towers and a few
similar locations outside of Osceola.
Details:
www.naba.org/counts/maps08.html.

Save the Date
Thurs & Fri, July 22 - 23, 2010
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Florida-Friendly Best Management
Practices for Protection of Water
Quality by the Green Industries

Extension Services,
Osceola Heritage Park

1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane

For landscape professionals. This
training is required to obtain the new
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator
License.  Attendance at BOTH days
required for certification. $10.00 fee
and registration form due by July
16th. Obtain registration form at
http://osceola.ifas.ufl.edu/comm_hort
.shtml or by calling 321-697-3000.

Thursday, July 8, 2010
9:00am-11:00am

Preparing Your Landscape for
Hurricanes

University of Florida/IFAS
Extension Services

1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane

Registration required.  Call 321-697-
3000.  Learn to prune young trees for
strong structure, minimize landscape
damage during storms, and salvage
landscape plants after a storm.

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application
Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto.  Joining the FNPS also entitles Check pertinent category:
you to membership privileges in the Pine Lily Chapter of the FNPS and a
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Lily Pad. �  Individual $35      �  Not-for-profit

�  Full time student $15              organization $50
�  Library subscription $15    �  Business or
�  Family or household $50 corporate $125

Name _____________________________________________________ �   Contributing $75      �  Donor $250
�  Supporting $100      �  Life $1000

Business name or organization _________________________________
Make check payable to: FNPS

Address ___________________________________________________ Detach and mail to:
 Pine Lily Chapter of
City, State and Zip ___________________________________________ Florida Native Plant Society

P.O. Box 278
Home phone ____________________ Work phone _________________ Melbourne, FL 32902-0278

The Florida Native Plant Society is registered as a 501(C)3 non-profit organization.

Book Review
by Loret

Skip it:  Wildlife-Friendly Plants: Make Your Garden a Haven for Beneficial Insects, Amphibians and Birds by Rosemary Creeser

I purchased this book because I thought it would be good to learn a few tips. I was surprised that one of the plants recommended was
English Ivy already considered invasive in 18 states.  To recommend a common invasive that Governments spend millions of dollars to
remove so it doesn't hurt our wildlife doesn't speak well of this as a reference guide.
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