Thad Altman

 State of Florida, House of Representatives, (R) District 30
Vote on the Wekiva By-Pass and how the bill will affect the Wekiva basin
Rep. Altman was first elected to the Florida House of Representatives in March 2003 in a special election.  He presently serves as Vice Chairman of the Spaceport & Technology Committee, he also serves on the House Business Regulations, Education Appropriations, and Water & Natural Resources Committees.  While serving on the Education Appropriations Committee, he has found innovative and practical funding solutions. Rep. Altman has gained respect from space industry leaders for his service on the Florida Space Authority Board. He is a former Brevard County Commissioner and has served on the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  He graduated from Rollins College here in Central Florida and is a contractor by trade.  He is married with three children.
Bill Belleville


Environmental Writer & Documentary Filmmaker

Losing it all to Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape

Bill Belleville is an award winning author and documentary filmmaker specializing in nature and conservation issues. He has  published over 1,000 national magazine articles, been anthologized in eight collections of essays, scripted six films, and written four non-fiction books. He was named Environmental Writer of the Year by the Florida Audubon Society and the Florida Wildlife Federation. His latest book  "Losing it all to Sprawl" is a personalized  account of how sprawl 
affects community, nature and self. Of that book, author Carl Hiaasen says: "Bill Belleville writes gorgeously and straight from the heart. This is a compelling and thoughtful book and it is impossible to read it without feeling sadness, outrage and awe.

Dr. Cindy Bennington


Professor, Stetson University, Department of Biology

Plant Identification Workshop for Beginners


I am an associate professor of biology at Stetson University where I teach Plant Ecology and Flora of Florida, among other organismal courses.  My research incorporates undergraduate students in two main areas of interest: a) the conservation of Florida scrub, and b) the reproductive biology of passionflower (Passiflora incarnata).  Before coming to Stetson I received my MS and PhD from West Virginia University and spent 2 years doing postdoctoral work at Princeton University.  I live in DeLand with my husband and 2 children, Laurel and Ethan.

Elizabeth Anne Boughton

Doctoral candidate, University of Central Florida, Department of Biology

Can Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) benefit wetland restoration?

I graduated with a B.S. in Biology and Environmental Studies from Central
Michigan University in 1997.  Since then, I have completed internships at Cedar
Creek Natural History Area and Archbold Biological Station and spent one year as
an environmental consultant in Memphis, TN. Currently, I am pursuing a PhD in
Conservation Biology at the University of Central Florida.  I am interested in
researching plant interactions and how these interactions change under
different environmental conditions as well as using ecological theory to
improve restoration. My research is in collaboration with MacArthur
Agro-Ecology Research Center, a division of Archbold Biological Station.

Louise Chapman, Ken Butler & Daniel Hayes

Volusia County Schools

Student Service Learning with Environmental Restoration: The Legacy Project at Rose Bay and other Volusia County Sites


Currently the Environmental Teacher on Assignment for Volusia County Schools, I am a T3 Instructor (Teachers Teaching with Technology) for Texas Instruments and a former NSTA/Busch Gardens Environmental Teacher of the Year.  I am currently working on developing curriculum and facilities at Rose Bay, Lyonia Preserve, and the Bicentennial Youth Park. Ken Butler is the current Rose Bay Project Director at Mainland HS and Daniel Hayes is the Youth Education Coordinator for SJRWMD.
Dr. Ann Cox

President of Ecolo-G, Inc., Environmental Consulting
Warea amplexifolia, an endangered species on the Central Ridge




Dr. Cox’s environmental consulting corporation specializes in Listed and Exotic species surveys, habitat management plans and restoration of native plant communities in Florida.
Eddie Cox

Gunster Yoakley Law Firm

Florida's Rural Land Stewardship Program and Other Creative Solutions: Case Studies on Adams Ranch and Babcock Ranch
Ernie Cox is a lawyer with Gunster Yoakley and chairs the firm’s Stewardship, Conservation and Rural Development Practice Group.  With a focus on complex land use and growth management matters, Mr. Cox coordinates the firm’s statewide land use practice.

Mr. Cox represents farmers, ranchers, community developers and other landowners throughout the state and was one of the creators of Florida’s rural land stewardship program.  Mr. Cox is a strong proponent of using innovative planning, creative thinking and market-based incentives to promote viable agriculture, avoid urban sprawl, properly protect natural resources and strengthen the economy.

Mr. Cox is also a huge Gator fan.  A member of the University of Florida Hall of Fame, he received his Juris Doctor, with honors, from the University of Florida College of Law, after earning bachelor’s degrees from UF in both economics and geology.  He lives in Jupiter with his wife Mary and their four children.
Dr. Shirley Denton

FNPS Science Chair

Panel discussion on Native plants and Genetics

Dr. Shirley Denton is a plant ecologist with over 20 years of experience dealing with practical issues involving native and non-native plants in undisturbed and urbanizing environments.  She received her Ph.D. degree in forest ecology from the University of Michigan.  Professionally, she is an environmental consultant with Biological Research Associates in Tampa, Florida.  With FNPS, she is chair of the Science Advisory Committee.
Sandra Diaz


Dandelion Communitea Cafe
If not, you, who? If not now, when?


Sandra Diaz has worked on many environmental issues in the past from keeping pig farms out of Florida, power plant pollution, and keeping drilling out of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. She has recently changed tactics by working on a more local level by helping to open Dandelion Communitea Café, whose  main goal is to provide a space for the Orlando community to become bigger, better and better connected, while providing organic food and tea. However, she still remains active in local and national environmental issues. 


Sharon &  Brendt Dolan

Maple Street Natives

Landscaping with Native Plants

Owner of Maple Street Natives an all Florida Native Nursery
Self taught Landscape Designer  after working with Florida Native 
Plants for Residence for 16 years.

Commercial Landscapers: Maple Street Natives offers wildflowers and shrubs for the commercial landscaper, so the tradition of native flora can be carried into even the most developed areas.
Homeowners: Planting natives in your yard provides food and shelter for wildlife, restoring habitat often lost during development. Maple Street Natives can recommend and provide a variety of plant selections suitable for different areas of Brevard County, such as beachside scrub or pine flatwoods communities. Plants installed in just one day can offer a lifetime of food, shelter, and nesting area for birds and butterflies. Ask about our preplanned habitat kits!

Maple Street Natives provides free delivery for large orders in south and central Brevard County. Orders may be made by e-mail, phone, or visit the nursery

Melinda Donnelly



Graduate Student, University of Central Florida, Department of Biology

Is the exotic Brazilian pepper Schinus terebinthifolius a threat to mangrove ecosystems in Florida?

I received my bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Central Florida in December 2002.  I am currently working on my master’s degree in Biology from the University of Central Florida.  My interest is in marine biology, with a focus on mangrove ecology.  My thesis work examined the impact of the exotic Brazilian pepper on mangroves in Mosquito Lagoon in New Smyrna Beach.  I am also assisting with the design of a monitoring program for Volusia County Mosquito Control to evaluate the recovery of salt marsh vegetation at restored mosquito impoundments.  After graduation, I hope to continue my studies at the University of Florida in the Conservation Biology phD program. 

David Drylie

AFNN Board Member, Owner of Green Images Native Nursery 

Panel discussion on Native plants and Genetics
Christie Edwards


Doctoral candidate, University of Florida, Department of Botany

Untangling the complicated evolutionary relationships among Conradina and other related mints from the southeastern US: evidence from gene sequence data.

I was born in Colorado and attended the University of Colorado at Boulder, graduating in 1999 with a BA in Biology and Spanish Literature.  I worked as a biologist for several years before graduate school, and one of the positions I held during this time was as an intern at Archbold biological station, where I was first introduced to Florida's native plants.  During this time, I became interested in conservation of Florida's endangered plants, particularly scrub endemics, and decided to pursue this research as a PhD student.  I began graduate school at the Botany Department at the University of Florida in 2001 and have spent my time using genetic data to untangle the evolutionary relationships of a group of scrub endemics in mint family, with the goal to use these data aid in conservation of the endangered species in the group.
Sandra Friend


Florida Trail Communications Coordinator

Exploring Florida's Botanical Wonders along the Florida Trail

With more than 2,500 miles of Florida hiking and seven books on the subject behind her, Sandra Friend is Florida's expert on hiking trails.  She continues to write books on Florida in her spare time. Her latest effort is ""Exploring Florida's Botanical Wonders"" for University Press of Florida, to be released in 2007. She is a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America, the Florida Outdoor Writers Association, and the Society of American Travel Writers, as well as vice-chair of the Nature-based Tourism Committee for Visit Florida.

Dr. Terrence Fullerton


Vice President of Agro Services International in Orange City Florida.
General Ideas on Plant Nutrition and Fertilizer Use

Born in Trinidad, West Indies

Bsc in Chemistry, Ph.D in Soil Science, graduate training in plant nutrition management.

15 years  experience, Managing plant nutrition laboratories, Developing site specific fertilizer formulations, Improving production on “problem” soils, Field management of fertilizers and manure to minimize pollution problems, Developing and delivering educational programs for growers and technicians
Dr. Javier Garces


Skinner Nurseries

Managing Insect Pest in the Nursery


Attended the University of Florida, received a B.S. in General Horticulture and a Doctor of Plant Medicine degree as well.  Have been with Skinner Nurseries for about 2 years as their Plant Health Specialist, where I am involved with pest management, irrigation, fertilization, pruning and anything that affects plant health.   

Dr. Mark Garland


Advanced Plant ID Workshop: Asteraceae / Compositae of Florida
Mark Garland is a botanist with 25 years of experience investigating the flora of northern Florida.   He grew up in Georgia and received a degree in botany from the University of Georgia. He continued his studies at Florida State University, working on the genus Hieracium (in the Asteraceae) under Loran Anderson.  Since 1990 he has held positions with the Florida state government; most recently he was the head of the Botany Section, Division of Plant Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.   He maintains a website, http://botanicallatin.org, offering translations of Latin descriptions for botanists worldwide.
Dr. Matt Gitzendanner
Professor, University of Florida, Department of Botany
Panel discussion on Native plants and Genetics
Matt is a population geneticist focusing on conservation genetics and evolutionary biology. One of the main goals of my research is to understand the genetic properties or rare species. Only through a better understanding of rarity, will it be possible to effectively manage the genetic diversity of the ever increasing numbers of species threatened with extinction. 
Bob Giguere

Equinox Documentaries, Inc. & bGenesis, LLC
Wekiva: Legacy or Loss?

Bob Giguere is an award-winning Producer with over 25 years of television experience, including Documentary and Current Events programming. He has won numerous Emmy awards for his social & environmental documentary work. His credits include Nationally distributed programs: The National Parent Quiz, Releasing Dolphins, The Rock & Treating Addiction for PBS and Diving Deep for National Geographic Explorer.

Bob is an avid Scuba Diver for over 23 years with certifications from YMCA, NAUI, NOAA & NSS-CDS, & NACD.  His dive experiences are varied from the cold depths of the Gulf of Maine, to the cave systems of Florida and Mexico, to the warm waters of the Caribbean. 

Bob served as Executive Producer, Producer and Underwater Videographer for award-winning BBG Projects, In Search of Xanadu, Conch Cowboys & WEKIVA: Legacy or Loss?. He currently operates his own production company in Orlando, FL and is an adjunct professor in the Film Department at the University of Central Florida in Orlando, FL.

Dr. Edward F. Gilman


Professor, Environmental Horticulture Department


Urban designs compatible with successful urban forestry

Dr. Gilman received his PhD from Rutgers and is currently on the faculty since 1986 as professor in the Environmental Horticulture Department at the University of Florida in Gainesville. He teaches arboriculture, conducts research on planting and pruning and works extensively with industry. He is the author of six books on trees and landscape plants, many software programs, and web sites that have received numerous awards. Ed wrote “Illustrated guide to pruning” which is in its second edition. He is a Florida chapter ISA past-president. He received the Authors Citation Award in 1999 and the Educators Award in 2003 from the ISA for sustained excellence in publishing and teaching timely information on tree care.

Katherine Goodrich


Graduate Student, University of South Carolina, Department of Biological Sciences



Floral biology and molecular phylogenetics of the genus Asimina (Annonaceae)

My research focuses on the genera Asimina and Deeringothamnus (Annonaceae), as models of floral evolution among ancient Angiosperms.  By studying the evolutionary history of floral traits within Asimina and Deeringothamnus, this research will provide insight into the shifts in floral morphology and scent chemistry which may have occurred as this ancient Angiosperm lineage shifted between tropical, sub-tropical, and temperate climates.  Asimina (8 species, most of which are endemic to FL) has two floral phenotypes; one has large, white, pleasant-smelling flowers and the other has smaller, maroon, fermented-smelling flowers.  Deeringothamnus consists of 2 species, both small shrubs which are endangered and endemic to Florida.  One species has white flowers with a pleasant scent; the other has yellow flowers with a faint, fetid scent.  I plan to create a molecular phylogeny of these genera based on several nuclear gene regions.  I will then map floral characters onto this phylogeny and infer trends in floral evolution within these genera.  Initial trends observed in floral morphology and scent composition of Asimina and Deeringothamnus will be presented in this talk.

Kate Goodrich is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of South Carolina, entering her forth year.  Her studies focus on Asimina and Deeringothamnus (Annonaceae; Pawpaw) which grow in southeastern North America (primarily Florida).  

Dr. Deborah Green

Water Authority of Volusia


Developing Water-wise Native Landscapes: Lessons Learned


Deborah Green is an educator, natural history writer, and longtime FNPS member. For the past eight years, she has worked as Water Conservation Coordinator for the Water Authority of Volusia, a city-county consortium. In collaboration with the St. Johns River Water Management District, she had the opportunity to develop a series of demonstration landscape projects and continues to promote water-wise landscaping using native plants through a variety of programs.
Bob Guido


Director, Florida Trust for Public Land

Bridging the Gap Between the Public and Private Sectors in Land Conservation

Bob Guido grew up in Hollywood, Florida, when it was a tropical paradise. After graduating from South Broward High School, he spent a year in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley while attending prep school at Staunton Military Academy. Moving back to his home state he graduated from Florida State University School of Business. Upon graduation he worked several years in the hospitality industry primarily as a Regional Manager for the Brown Derby Restaurants eventually leading to Commercial Real Estate with Coldwell Banker. Bob had a revelation of un-development when the Florida Preservation 2000 program began.  He worked for the Division of State Lands, Department of Natural Resources, as a Land Acquisition Agent before moving to the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission as their State Land Acquisition Coordinator. 

Bob, a senior project manager, has worked at the Trust for Public Land Southeast Regional Office over ten years saving land for people throughout the State of Florida and in Alabama. From the Florida Keys to the St. Mary’s River to Mobile Bay, Bob has worked successfully with many communities and agencies preserving land for people to enjoy as parks, gardens, and other natural places, ensuring livable communities for generations to come. 

David Hartgrove


Halifax Audubon Society, Conservation Chair

Birds, and How They Use Native Plants 

We moved to Daytona Beach from Miami in 1981. Having lived in Florida all of my life, I thought I knew something about the birds, plants, etc. Beginning in 1985, I found how little I knew. While watching a public service spot on Channel 2 at 5:00 a.m. on a Sunday morning, I learned of the Florida Breeding Bird Atlas project. Volunteers were being sought to help gather information on breeding birds throughout the state. I thought this would be a good experience for my wife and I so I sent in a post card and changed my life forever. Over the Past 20 years I have become something of an authority on Florida bird life. I have been the Conservation Chair for Halifax River Audubon since 1989. I’m the Volusia County compiler for the Spring and Fall Migration Counts, compiler for the Daytona Beach Christmas Bird Count, and a participant in a number of other counts around the county. I have been employed at Florida Power & Light for 40 years and the access to a bucket truck that my work affords me has come in handy on many occasions.
Dr. Brandt F. Henningsen

Sr. Environmental Scientist, Southwest Florida Water Management District

An Overview of Ecosystem Restoration Efforts for Tampa Bay, Florida

Dr. Greg Hodges & Dr. Susan Halbert

Division of Plant Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Invasive insects and their impact on native plants


B.S. and M.S. from Auburn University, Ph.D. from the University of Georgia. Have been working with scale insects for the last 10 years. Enjoy hiking, hunting and gardening. Wife is also an Entomologist, working as a faculty member for the University of Florida."
"Division of Plant Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Ray Jarrett


Division of Plant Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Pest and Diseases ID of Native Landscapes


Ray has worked for FDACS, DPI for 7 years as a district plant inspector. The division's mission, 'To protect Florida's native and commercially grown plants from harmful pests and diseases.' Ray is a graduate from UCF where is focus was entomology and is currently the President of the Lyonia Chapter of FNPS in Deland.  

Greg Jubinsky

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Invasive Plant Management, Upland Invasive Exotic Plant Management Program


Thursday: Invasive Plant Identification & Distribution on Thursday
Friday: DEP's Invasive Exotic Plant Management Program; Killing is Our Business and Business is Good!!!


Greg Jubinsky has been with the Bureau of Invasive Plant Management since 1978. While spending several years working on establishment of screening criteria methods to prohibit introduction of additional invasive plant species and determining cost effective, environmentally sound management practices for exotic plants, he was offered and accepted the position of managing the department’s upland invasive plant management program in 1997. His interest in plants started relatively early in life when he began experimenting with trying to use water hyacinth he collected out of the Tomoka River as a mulch material in vegetable gardens. Greg is a graduate of the University of Central Florida, holding degrees in Limnology and Botany. He has been a member of the Native Plant Society since 1985, and served as the chairman of the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council from 1997-1999.

Steve Kintner


Volusia County Environmental Management 

Voluisa County's WaterWise Landscaping Ordinance, Saving Water with Natives


Mr. Kintner is Director of Environmental Management for Volusia County and the principal author of the County's Water Wise Landscaping ordinance. He has a Master of Science Degree in Resource Planning from  Missouri State University.


Gary Knight  

Working Together to Understand and Protect Florida's Precious Natural Heritage


"Gary Knight is Director of the Florida Natural Areas Inventory, an organization that collects, interprets, and disseminates ecological information critical to the conservation of Florida’s biodiversity.  The Florida Natural Areas Inventory is affiliated with Florida State University and has a staff of 30.  Mr. Knight also serves on the Board of Directors of the international conservation organization NatureServe, and is a member of the Center for Plant Conservation’s Science Advisory Board.  Mr. Knight has been actively involved with conservation in Florida since 1985.

John Kunzer

Herbarium Assistant, University of South Florida, Department of Biology

Floristic Inventory of the Tomoka Basin Parks

Bio: (Quick and dirty version) Education: AA General Education Daytona Beach Community College 2000, AS Professional Photography DBCC 2001, BS Biology University of South Florida 2006. Work history: Bandelier National Monument 
Aug - Dec 1997 (Fire Effects Monitor); Daytona Beach Community College Marine Institute Aug 1999 - May 2001 (Collection Manager); University of South Florida Herbarium Sep 2003 - Present (Herbarium Assistant).

Chuck Lippi      

Advanced Tree Care, Owner                      


What Are We Doing to Our Trees?


Chuck Lippi works as a consulting arborist under the company name Advanced Tree Care. Before that he served as a University of Florida Extension Horticulture Agent and county director in Flagler County. Chuck has a master’s degree in horticulture and is the first ISA Certified Arborist in Florida to earn the designation ISA Board Certified Master Arborist. He is a member of the American Society of Consulting Arborists, the Urban Forestry Council and the International Society of Arboriculture. He is president-elect of the ISA-Florida Chapter and will be chapter president in 2007. He teaches seminars about trees to interested residents and teaches review classes in English and Spanish to arborists studying for the ISA certification exam. Chuck has worked on tree ordinance committees in Flagler County, Palm Coast and St. Augustine.  He is currently a member of the St. Augustine Street Tree Advisory Board. Chuck has lived in St. Augustine since 1981 when he moved to Florida from Minnesota. 

Richard Louv



Columnist for the San Diego Union-Tribune Newspaper

Richard Louv is the author of six books about family, nature, and community, including "Childhood's Future" (Anchor), "The Web of Life," (Conari), and "Fly-Fishing for Sharks: An Angler's Journey Across America" (Simon & Schuster). His seventh book, "Last Child in the Woods" (Algonquin), will be published in May, 2005. Rich has written for The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Christian Science Monitor and other newspapers and magazines. He also served as a columnist and member of the editorial advisory board for Parents magazine, and as a commentator on Monitor Radio.
He is an advisor to the Ford Foundation's Leadership for a Changing World award program and the Scientific Council on the Developing Child, and a Visiting Scholar at the Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University. He is also a partner in The Frameworks Institute and a member of the Citistates Group, an association of urban observers. He helped found Connect for Kids, the largest child advocacy site on the World Wide Web. The United Nations commissioned his monograph on fatherhood for the U.N. Year of the Child.

Louv has appeared on Good Morning America, Today, Donahue, Bill Moyers' Listening to America, NPR's Fresh Air, Talk of the Nation, PBS NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, and has spoken before the National Policy Council in the White House. He is married to Kathy Frederick Louv and is the father of two young men, Jason, 23 and Matthew, 17.
Dr. Paul Lyrene

Professor, University of Florida, Horticultural Sciences Department
Panel discussion on Native plants and Genetics
Paul Lyrene is professor of Horticulture at the University of Florida in Gainesville where, for the past 30 years, he has been breeding commercial varieties of highbush blueberry.  These varieties are complex hybrids containing a mix of genes from Florida native blueberry species, wild blueberries from other parts of the southeastern United States, and cultivated blueberry hybrids developed in Michigan and New Jersey.  Over the years, Lyrene has spent thousands of hours exploring native populations of blueberries in the southeastern United States, looking for unusual blueberry plants that might be useful in breeding.  Blueberry varieties developed by Lyrene are grown on over 10,000 acres, mostly in Argentina, California, Australia, Spain, Georgia, and Florida.  In addition to working professionally as a blueberry breeder, Lyrene has a strong interest in native plants and has been a longtime member of the Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society in Gainesville.  Lyrene believes that habitat loss caused by population growth, agriculture, and the spread of invasive species critically threatens the future of many Florida native plant and animal species.   At the University of Florida, Lyrene teaches graduate courses in Plant Breeding and in Agricultural Meteorology.
Dr. Bud Mayfield


Division of Plant Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Bored to Tears: Non-native insect borers in native trees.

Dr. Mayfield is the forest entomologist for the Florida Division of Forestry.  He provides resource managers, landowners, and the general public with technical assistance and training in the area of forest and shade tree insects.  He also coordinates forest insect prevention and monitoring programs and produces technical literature. He lives in Gainesville with his wife Kris and their daughter Ella.    

Dr. Gil Nelson


Research Associate in Botany at the Robert K. Godfrey Herbarium at Florida State University

Wildflowers of the Southeastern Coastal Plains


Dr. Gil Nelson is a writer, photographer, and botanist specializing in Florida and the greater southeastern United States. He is a former director at large for FNPS and is past editor of the Sabal Minor. He is the author of 10 books. His recent books include East Gulf Coastal Plain Wildflowers and Atlantic Coastal Plain Wildflowers, both of which are Falcon Guides published by Globe-Pequot. Gil is a research associate in botany at the Robert K. Godfrey Herbarium at Florida State University and maintains a web-based database of the flora of the Florida panhandle (www.gilnelson.com/PanFlora).

Charlie Pederson


Florida Division of Forestry
Update on the FNPS Public Lands Program



Charlie is a state forest biologist based in Gainesville.  Professional interests include land management, prescribed fire, and conservation biology.  Personal interests include old time music, bad science fiction, and Elvis Presley.  Charlie has degrees from the University of Florida and Iowa State University.

Cheryl Peterson

Conservation Program Manager, Bok Sanctuary
Panel discussion on Native plants and Genetics

I came to Historic Bok Sanctuary in November 2002 after spending 4 1/2 years
studying marine biodiverisity and invertebrate genetics in the Division of
Biomedical Marine Research at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute in Fort
Pierce, Florida.  I have a bachelors degree in Microbiology from the University of Oklahoma, and have a master's degree in cell and molecular biology from Florida Tech in Melbourne, where I did my thesis work on the Florida endemic mint genus Conradina,
comparing the essential oil compounds of each species using GC-MS, comparing
leaf surface structure using the Scanning Electron Microscope and developing
a tissue culture propagation protocol for the rarest Conradina species, C.
etonia.  My additional training has included various naturalist training courses from universities and nature schools.  I have given educational walks on native edible plants

and lead workshops on native skills and philosophy.  As Conservation Manager of Historic Bok Sanctuary, I've established a basic molecular genetics lab on site, and have initiated projects using molecular techniques to augment the more traditional
conservation efforts on several rare plant species in north and central Florida.  Current projects include genotyping populations of the four-petalled pawpaw and identifying the soil symbionts of of Lupinus aridorum, propagation studies on numerous rare species, population introductions of Florida Ziziphus and Lakela’s Mint and maintaining a National Collection of rare plant species as part of the Center for Plant Conservation.

Dr. Martin Quigley


Professor, University of Central Florida, Department of Biology

Landscapes: beyond the Puritan Mandate


Landscape Architect and Restoration Ecologist, Martin Quigley's mission is to free our landscape from chemical addictions, invasive plants, and boring but high-maintenance disappointments. He has degrees in Comparative Literature (Cornell), Environmental Planning (Utah State) and Plant Ecology (Louisiana State); he is fluent in both Design and Science.
David Rigsby


Stetson University, Landscape Architect, Dept of Streets & Grounds Manager
Stetson University's Native Plant Initiative

David has been an important component to Stetson University’s switch to an environmentally friendly landscape.  David has a B.A. in Landscape Architecture from the University of Florida and has spent thirty-two years in landscape architecture, planning, land management, and land development.  David is also a former Mayor of DeLand.

Erick Smith


University of Florida,

Pruning Trees to Fit Your Needs


I am the Urban Forester for the University of Florida and am responsible for all the trees on the 2000 acre main campus in Gainesville. I have a B.S. in Forestry and have worked as a Forester for 12 years. I have been an active member of the Florida Native Plant Society for 7 years and have enjoyed learning about native plants and conservation from the many dedicated members across the state.

Rick Smith



Vice-Chair The Ormond Beach Scenic Loop Corridor Advocacy Group

Save the Loop Campaign - why it worked and what you can do in your community
Rick is a native of Volusia County and a former Peace Corps Volunteer.  He received his undergraduate degree from Florida State University and his Masters from the University of Central Florida.  Currently Rick has an Adjunct appointment at Daytona Beach Community College to teach Sports Therapy.  He is the past President of the Daytona Beach Track Club, Cofounder of the Save the Loop Organization and the current Chair.  Rick is active in environmental issues in Volusia County

Jim Spratt

Director of Environmental Policy

Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association

Panel discussion on Native plants and Genetics

Jim Spratt- Born and raised in Florida- 6th generation Floridian

Attended the University of Florida- B.S. in Environmental Horticulture, specialization in Turf grass science; minors in Agricultural Law and Food and Resource Economics.

While attending UF Jim worked at Gainesville Golf and Country Club for 3 years and spent a semester working for Dr. Laurie Trenholm on various turf projects.

After graduation Jim was hired by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Office of Agricultural Water Policy. With FDACS, Jim primarily focused on Citrus and Horticultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water quality and water quantity. He also handled much of the office’s Chapter 120 rulemaking efforts, as well as, managing various BMP research and demonstration contracts for FDACS. A third highlight to Jim’s tenure with FDACS was working as a staff liaison with key stakeholders in the development of the Commissioner’s Agricultural Water Policy document.

In 2004, Jim was hired by the Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association (FNGLA). His duties with FNGLA include land, water, pesticides, and labor issues. Jim also monitors and provides input to FNGLA members and regulatory staff regarding water issues and local ordinances. He also is actively involved with the FNGLA research committee and is responsible for various FNGLA legislative issues.

Dr. Jack Stout


Professor, University of Central Florida, Department of Biology

What long-term monitoring has taught us about the endangered scrub lupine
I am interested in population and community-level phenomena in ecosystems of peninsular Florida. Work with small mammals has focused on community structure, dispersal strategies, and habitat selection. Effects of habitat fragmentation on the biota of sand pine scrub and sandhill communities continues to be examined. Other research concerns long-term studies of the pigmy fringe tree, scrub lupine, and the gopher tortoise. Recent work has involved forested fresh water wetlands, fire ecology, endangered plants, fence lizards, bats, beach mice, bobcats, and the Florida scrub jay. My students are encouraged to do manipulative field experiments.
Pam Traas


Self employed and Pinellas County Parks and Recreation
Gardening for Florida's Butterflies


Pamela F. Traas is an author, freelance writer and photographer.   Her book, Gardening for Florida’s Butterflies, published in 1999, is now in its second printing.  She also wrote the Florida section of the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens Butterfly Gardener’s Guide, is a former correspondent for the Tampa Tribune Newspaper and former contributing editor and columnist for the Tropical Breeze Newspaper.  She lives with her husband and dog Floppy in Safety Harbor, Florida.  She currently works for the Pinellas County Parks and Recreation.

Dana Venrick


University of Florida, IFAS, Volusia County Extension Service


Environmental Concerns and Pesticide Licensing

Dana is an Extension agent with the Volusia County Agricultural Extension office in Deland and he has a Master of Science degree in Agriculture from the University of Florida.  Dana is a Florida native and has had past experiences as a farmer, landscaper, nursery owner and is currently a plant protection specialist and pesticide spray technician.

Rob Walsh


Volusia County Environmental Management

Conservation Land Acquisition; A County Perspective


Rob Walsh is the Program Manager for the Volusia Forever Program, a twenty year, taxpayer funded, $162 Million program to acquire conservation lands. In this position he was responsible for establishing the procedures for guiding the program in its mission and to ensure that the program functioned in a fiscally responsible and transparent management manner.

Prior to this he served as the Volusia County Beaches Habitat Conservation Plan Manager and, before this position, was the county's Manatee Protection Plan Coordinator.

Rob came to the county in 1994 from private practice, where he was a consultant to clients involved in cleaning up hazardous waste sites under the federal Superfund Program.

He has an undergraduate degree in Business Administration from the University of Florida and an MBA from Arizona State University.



