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and likely to contribute to the next generation), and which land manage­
ment strategies, such as prescribed fire, best maintain suitable habitat. 
Lastly, the largest unknown may be how climate change will influence 
long-term viability of populations because Florida is expected to experience 
higher temperatures and changed patterns of precipitation. 

However, efforts are underway to investigate many of these unknowns. 
We are currently engaged in research to better understand spatial seedling 
recruitment, population demography, seed predators and reproductive 
biology of both balms, and are currently working on modeling to understand 
how climate change will influence populations of Lakela's balm. In time, 
each piece of the puzzle will help us better understand what influences survival 
of these balms and develop strategies for their long-term conservation. 
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