Save the Date!
Don’t Miss the 36th Annual FNPS Conference
Daytona Beach Resort and Conference Center, May 19-22, 2016

We are only a short time away from
the 36th annual gathering of our wonderful society, and FNPS’ Volusia Chapters
are looking forward to welcoming you to
the Daytona Beach Resort and Conference
Center in Ormond Beach.
I am a native of Volusia County and
have lived in Ormond Beach most of my
life. Although we lack the diversity of tropical South Florida and the floral influence
of the Appalachian/piedmont ecosystems
of the Panhandle, Volusia has a wide variety of natural areas to visit. From estuaries
to swamps, bayheads to rivers, flatwoods
to scrub, our field trip selections will let
you experience the beauty that eastern
Central Florida has to offer.
Florida’s unique biodiversity inspired us
to seek out conference speakers who would
address the connection between small scale
native landscaping and large tracts of land,
linked together through corridors. Our
Friday keynote speaker Dr. Tom Hoctor is
Director of the University of Florida’s Center
for Landscape Conservation Planning.
He will be talking about legislative policy

related to protecting large tracts of land and
the importance of connected greenways.
Other speakers will cover a range of
important topics – the ethics of how humans
impact this planet, the health of bees, tree
care, environmental education, invasive
plants, landscape ecology, protection of water
resources, conservation of rare native plants,
plants of the Everglades, and butterflies and
wildflowers, to mention just a few.
Our conference committee has put
together 22 field trips, which include 2 landscape tours, 3 kayak trips, 2 pontoon boat
trips, 2 eco-buggy excursions, 1 truck-bed
trip, and 11 hikes. We’ve even planned a
field trip for those who want to participate in
citizen science. Over the past several years,
the Pawpaw Chapter has been promoting an
initiative called Citizen Scientists, which tracks
the population of Deeringothamnus rugelii
(Rugel’s pawpaw), a rare endemic plant of
Volusia County. Participants on this trip will
visit various sites around the county and
count the number of plants seen this year.
Several workshops are planned, and
one that is near and dear to my heart is

Introduction to Landscaping with Native Plants
taught by Renee Stambaugh. This workshop  
focuses on how to begin the process of
designing and installing your own native
landscape. You are encouraged to bring a
sketch of your landscape so that Renee
can help you determine the right place for
the right plant based on where you live,
aesthetic goals, and the unique characteristics of your site. As someone who has
worked with native landscape design and
installation and as a member of the FNPS
landscape awards committee, I am pleased
that we can offer this workshop to attendees.
Our conference room rate is good
through April 29, 2016. One room studios
are $97 per night, and larger suites are
$127 per night. The conference center is
on the beach and we have negotiated free
wi-fi and parking for your stay. On-site
socials are planned for Thursday and
Friday, and a Saturday night off-site
social will be at the Daytona Beach
Museum of Arts and Sciences. We look
forward to seeing you at the conference.
– Don Spence, FNPS Conference Chair

From the Editor:
Our sincere apologies to author Ryan Vogel, whose name was inadvertently left off the recent
article about the Florida International University (FIU) Nature Preserve (PALMETTO 32:3).
Ryan has provided an update on activities at the preserve since the article was written –
he says “Additional work has been done, including an extensive visitation study which
found the actual average annual visitation to be an expected 30,000+ visits per year.
More cypress trees have been planted in the demonstration cypress dome, making for
a total of 350 trees in the installation.” If you are in the Miami area, make a point to stop
by the campus for a stroll through the relaxing green space of the FIU Nature Preserve.
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