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A BACKYARD NOTE BOOK

Management of Native Vegetation
Along Highway Rights-of-Way, C.L.
Evink, C.L. Henry, l.A. Lewis, 1981,

Bureau of Environment Environmental

Research, Florida Dept. of Transporta-
tion.

"The highway rights-of-way, with

proper management, could provide a
continuing source for many of our
native species of plant material." So
states the introduction to this manual
intended for the use of the Federal
Highway Administration and the
Florida Dept. of Transportation. The
50-plus-page spiral-bound volume
contains descriptions and drawings of
Florida's native plant communities,
with lists of the vegetation and wildlife
inherent in it. The entire volume is a
recommendation for maintenance of
the natural systems both for the pro-
tection of endangered, threatened,
and rare species, and for the reduction
of roadside maintenance costs.

For your copy, write C.L. Henry,
L.A., Florida Dept. of Transportation,
Office of Environmental Administra-

tion, Tallahassee 32304.

Drawing by Doris Rosebraugh

FLORIDA FIDDLEWOOD
(C;tharexylum frut;cosum L.)

West and Arnold describe fid-
dlewood as 25 feet high, trunks six
inches in diameter, with crowns
narrow, irregular, and composed of
slender, upright, recurved bran-
ches. The trunks are creamy beige
and smooth. Their shining green
leaves are touched with orange in
the petioles and glisten in the sun.

When it is bending over with long

clusters of orange to black berries it
is lovely. The birds think so, too.

However, it can't stand gusty
winds, especially our gale-force rain

storms. One of mine in a sheltered

border split down the middle.

Others have lost large portions of
branches, especially when loaded

with fruit. For this reason, I am

recommending them as a barrier-

screen material, particularly for bird
lovers. Bul-buls always know when

the berries are ripe, and show up
with the mockingbirds, orioles, cat-
birds, etc., depending on. the time

of year. Warblers come for the

flowers and resulting insects. Fid-

dlewood produces more than one
crop per season.

The Ganns have had success us-

ing fiddlewood as a tall wind screen

along one side of their nursery, per-

mitting it to attain 12 to 15 feet of

growth before cutting back. I intend

to follow the same program. My
lerios planted in 1979 have touched

the telephone wires once and have

been topped. They are reaching

again and are due for reshaping.

The one so badly damaged last year

was cut nearly to the ground and
resprouted slowly. Birds eating the

tender new growth didn't help. It is
trying again, and I believe it is the
lack of full sun on the new foJiage
that is slowing its recovery. With

spring weather and fertilizer it

should fill out.

Fiddlewood is certainly attractive

and desirable in the native land-

scape, but free-standing specimens

are too subject to the elements. Use

this one for filling, screening, and

feeding the birds.

Ecological Use of the Land, The

School of living land Committee.
The School of living land Commit-

tee has prepared a booklet which
details a gentle approach to the
human use of the earth's resources. It
tells how a Community land Trust and
land users might interact in the best in-
terest of the land itself. This booklet
will be a useful guide to all those con-
cerned about environmentally sound
use of the earth.

Copies are available for $2.50 plus
504 postage from Heathcote Center,
21300 Heathcote Road, Freeland,
Maryland 21053.
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