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GREEN PALMETTO
AWARD
Green Palmetto Awards are given
annually to members who have
provided outstanding contributions
in the areas of Service, Education,
and Science or Technology.

Another of his concepts, a scrub
demonstration garden, has also become
a reality. One of each type of plant in
the 50 acres of scrub plantings is on
display in the demonstration garden.
Ron has taught us about native
plants, where they thrive, and how to
make them grow and survive in the field.
Hundreds of us have learned our Florida
scrub-habitat lessons at PEAR Park.
Ron also shares his time on the local
lecture circuit, as a speaker at various
community, garden and environmental
clubs. His talks are humorous, informative
and lively.

Cynthia Plockelman
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Ron Plakke, Ph.D.
Ron Plakke has provided vision,
leadership and guidance in the restoration
of roughly 50 acres of land in Lake
County’s PEAR Park into scrub habitat.
He conceived the project, applied for
grants, recruited and trained volunteers
and motivated us all with his dedication,
kindness and teaching skills. He also put
in many hours as a laborer – planting,
weeding, and watering.
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Cynthia Plockelman is 4th generation
Floridian. She has loving childhood
memories of running through the sand
pine scrub that surrounded her home.
Cynthia is a Florida Native Plant
Society and Palm Beach Chapter charter
member and has been intimately involved
at the local and state level since their
inception. She has held various Chapter
offices, including President and VicePresident. She is a tireless member who
brings positive energy to each FNPS meeting – she is always sure to make new
members and visitors feel welcome.
Cynthia regularly provides plants from
her yard for monthly native plant teachings
and continually volunteers at local outreach events, distributing FNPS literature
and sharing her personal experience.
On the FNPS Board of Directors,

Cynthia has held the position of
Governmental Policy Chair and for
many years she was the Chapter
Representative for the Palm Beach
Chapter. She was instrumental in the
creation of the environmental action
alert system in which members are
notified by email when environmental
issues arise that need a response.
Cynthia retired after 40 years with the
South Florida Water Management District,
where she held the position of Technical
Reference Librarian. Since her retirement,
she has become a regular participant at
the monthly Board meetings of the South
Florida Water Management District, Palm
Beach County Commission meetings and
other environmental and land use meetings too numerous to mention. Her love
of the environment and advocacy efforts
have been felt and appreciated by all.

Erick Smith
Erick has served for several years as
the Paynes Prairie Chapter representative
where he gathered information about state
level FNPS projects and communicated
them effectively to the Chapter members.
Erick attends almost every field trip
and contributes significant knowledge not
only for his Chapter but also for events
like “Rally for the River” and other outreach projects.
He is an involved member that
helped to write the FNPS native plant
landscape ordinance guidelines.
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Erick has positive relationships
with other environmental organizations,
promotes and defends the use of native
plants to the city commission and public
parks division, and donates time and
advice on proper landscape design.
As an urban forester he shares a
wealth of knowledge about native tree
biology, planting and landscape care. He
began the popular plant identification
workshop that is open before the Paynes
Prairie Chapter meetings to anyone who
wishes to learn identification techniques
with plant keys and ID books.
Though the Chapter does not have
regular summer programs, he holds
monthly workshops to keep members
interested and to provide continuity.
A note from a new member says:
“When I attended the annual conference
last year, I had just moved to the area and
did not know anyone. Erick was welcoming – he introduced me to other members
and I soon felt I was among friends.

only a challenge to learn but are important
components of the natural biodiversity
of Florida.
Carmel worked with Steve Orzell, the
ecologist at Avon Park Air Force Range,
where she took on a project to collect
voucher specimens as part of an effort to
catalogue the diverse flora of Avon Park.
She spent many weekends searching for
plants that needed voucher specimens
and documenting plants not previously
known to occur.
Over a period of 7 years she collected
at least 1,500 sheets of voucher specimens
and documented several hundred plants
new to the flora of the installation.
Without her assistance and dedication,
the flora of Avon Park Air Force Range
would not be one of the largest recordings
in peninsular Florida, with some 1,155
vascular plant taxa.
Of particular note is Carmel’s ability
to recognize interesting plants and her
self-taught knowledge on the identification
and documentation of the local flora.
Her tireless efforts produced significant
contributions to the “Flora of Florida”
project at the University of South
Florida herbarium.
There are several hundred identified,
labeled, and mounted specimens now
deposited at USF as a permanent record
of Carmel’s dedication while volunteering
at Avon Park. These specimens are of
value in documenting the flora of Florida,
and they are available for all researchers

Carmel Van Hoek
Carmel Van Hoek is a native Floridian
and a long time member of the Suncoast
Chapter who has a passion for identifying
native plants.
Carmel is a self-taught expert in plant
taxonomy. She has challenged herself to
become an expert on many of the plant
groups that even some professional
botanists steer clear of, namely grasses
and sedges. She realized that these often
forgotten and overlooked plants are not
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and native plant enthusiasts to study.
Carmel has been instrumental in
contributing towards the development
of plant lists for state-owned preserves
including Big Pine Tract, Chinsegut WEA
and Hillsborough State Park. She has
made several plant finds that were
worthy of scientific publication.
The native plants of Florida are better
understood as a result of Carmel’s efforts
over many years of dedicated service.
Dr. Walter Taylor notes that, “like a
good educator, Carmel readily passes her
information and knowledge on to others
thereby enriching their lives”.

GREEN PALMETTO
CHAPTER AWARD
The Green Palmetto Chapter
Award is given to a Chapter that
has made outstanding contributions
to the FNPS mission.

Tarflower Chapter
The Tarflower Chapter has endeavored
to produce outstanding topics for their
monthly meetings such as “Butterflies
and Their Host Plants” by Marc Minno;
“Florida Wildflowers” by Tracy
McCommon; “Prescribed Fires” by
Zach Prusak of the Nature Conservancy;
“Always Learning: Getting the Most from
Your Field Trip” by Paul Eisenbrown; and
“Asclepias” by Dr. Walter Taylor.
With a good plan for publicity in
place, each Tarflower Chapter meeting
draws nearly one hundred attendees. A
well organized greeting system for visitors
is in place to recruit new members.
Meetings feature a display of 12 to
15 plants and a portion of the meeting
is dedicated to describing the plants and
their culture in detail.
Chapter President Catherine ReadStoccardo helped further communication
among Tarflower Chapter members
and allowed members’ strengths to be
brought forward, thereby increasing
the Chapter’s effectiveness.
Continued on page 14
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The Tarflower Chapter board has
been a very cohesive group of dedicated
individuals working unselfishly to develop
new ideas and implement them. Chapter
members are dedicated and consistently
provide outreach to the community and
support for each other.
In November 2007, the Chapter
assembled a panel of experts on water
usage in Florida and the growing need
for conservation and regulation while
highlighting the importance of landscaping
with native plants. Nearly 200 people
attended this outstanding event. The
program was recorded by Orange TV and
aired repeatedly to the Central Florida
viewing community throughout the year.
To increase public awareness of
native plants, their ecosystems, and
their applications, Tarflower Chapter
members host information booths at
many local public events. Chapter
volunteers also distribute printed native
plant information, answer questions,
and lead hikes through local habitats.
The Tarflower Chapter has a well
organized plant rescue crew that made
numerous plant saves at locations slated
for development.
The rescue sites included multiple
ecosystems from wetlands and pine
flatwoods at the Orlando International
Airport, to dry upland clayhill and sandhill from Volusia, Orange and Osceola
Counties. Wetland plants rescued have
been shared with active restoration
projects at the Central Florida Zoo and
Langford Park, and the upland plants will
be used in the restoration of the Oakland
Nature Preserve and University of Central
Florida natural lands area.
Numerous endangered plants such
as Nolina brittoniana and Eriogonum
longifolium were given to Bok Sanctuary
for their Endangered Plant research, while
hundreds of Liatris, Garberia, Calamintha,
and Helianthemum corymbosum went into
restoration projects and member’s yards.
The chapter is perfecting a new
rescue technique for Asimina, which has
resisted transplantation to date. Plant
Rescue chairs Jackie Rolly and Marge
Holt have been instrumental in the
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challenging job of rescuing plants as
well as locating transplant sites.
Through the efforts of the Tarflower
Chapter, knowledge about native plants,
associated habitats and the importance
of conservation has made an impact
in the community.

SILVER PALMETTO
AWARD
The Silver Palmetto Award is given
by the President to any member
(including FNPS Board and Executive
Committee members) who makes
a significant contribution to
the functioning of FNPS.

Bob Egolf
As Past President, Bob Egolf has spent
the past two years strongly supporting
the officers of FNPS. As President (20042006), he supported strategic planning
and helped us initiate an advocacy program. Bob willingly took on all challenges
that came his way and spent countless
hours doing tasks that were necessary but
not highly visible to most members. He
was also a very strong advisor and provided support to me during my term as
President. His contribution to FNPS over
the past four years has been enormous.

Silver Palmetto Award Winner Bob Egolf
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Cindy Liberton
Cindy Liberton has been the chair of
the Communications Committee for more
years than she wants to count. In this
role, she has supported and grown our
internal and external communications
and has fostered people with all sorts
of skills, from artistic to organizational.
Cindy also has made herself available to
the officers of FNPS as a tremendously
supportive resource and has provided
ongoing advice that has made FNPS
stronger as an organization.

Kim Zarillo
Kim Zarillo was a very strong President
(serving from 2002 to 2004). She continuously steered the Society toward its
scientific roots. She encouraged cooperation among Society leaders with a tact and
grace that would be hard to surpass. In
the past two years, she took on mentoring
of committee chairs. In particular, Kim
mentored the Policy Committee, acting
as Co-Chair. The Policy Committee has
grown to a multi-person group whose
members are effective at guiding FNPS
to have a voice in issues that affect our
mission, while staying strongly tied to
our scientific goals.
Each of these people is worthy of
high praise and thanks, and each strongly
deserves the Silver Palmetto Award.
– Past President, Shirley Denton
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Palmetto
The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society
is to conserve, preserve, and restore the native plants
and native plant communities of Florida.

Ofﬁcial deﬁnition of native plant:
For most purposes, the phrase Florida native plant refers
to those species occurring within the state boundaries
prior to European contact, according to the best available
scientiﬁc and historical documentation. More speciﬁcally,
it includes those species understood as indigenous,
occurring in natural associations in habitats that existed
prior to signiﬁcant human impacts and alterations of
the landscape.

For more Information:

http://fnps.org

To become a member, contact your local
Chapter Representative, call, write, or e-mail
FNPS, or join online at www.fnps.org/join

Follow FNPS online:
Blog: http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FNPSfans
Twitter: twitter.com/FNPSonline
LinkedIn: Groups, Florida Native Plant Society
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