weeks later, all of the Brazilian pepper, carrotwood
(Cupaniopsis anacardioides), seaside mahoe (Thespesia
populnea), Australian pine (Casuarina equisetifolia), and
other exotic species had been cut down, stump treated,
and piled for future burning.
While the restoration work progressed, members of the
Manatee-Sarasota Fish and Game Association, who had been
involved with the Mariposa Key project since its inception,
prepared an additional grant application to the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program. This grant funded a replanting effort that
restored native species to an area of the island nearly empty
of vegetation after the completion of exotic removal and
burning. The replanting event held last August was successfully
completed with help from over 20 volunteers.
To date, more than $25,000 in grant funding has been
awarded to the project. Hundreds of hours of work were
provided by volunteers who removed trash, wrote grants,
performed follow-up removal of exotic species, and burned
piles of exotic vegetation.
An agreement with Terra Ceia Preserve State Park to
maintain the area in perpetuity is in place and should ensure
the lasting benefit of the Mariposa Key Restoration Project
for years to come.
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Above: Adam Gaylord and Damon Moore.
Damon Moore is an ecologist with WilsonMiller Stantec. He works primarily on habitat
restoration design, permitting, monitoring, and adaptive management strategies for
restoration and mitigation projects. Damon received a bachelors degree from Armstrong
Atlantic State University in Savannah, Georgia majoring in biology with a focus on plant
ID. He is a board member of Keep Manatee Beautiful and the Manatee-Sarasota Fish
and Game Association. He serves on the Citizens Advisory Committee of the Sarasota
Bay Estuary Program and is a member of the Serenoa Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. His hobbies include plant ID, baseball, and the outdoors in every way it can be
sustainably experienced.
Adam Gaylord was an ecologist with WilsonMiller while working on the Mariposa
Key Restoration Project. He is currently pursuing a masters degree at Oregon State
University.

Author's note: Adam and I would like to extend our sincere thanks
to the Florida Native Plant Society for supporting us. The FNPS grant
was truly the catalyst that put momentum behind the Mariposa Key
Restoration Project and led to its completion. - Damon Moore
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Ofﬁcial deﬁnition of native plant:
For most purposes, the phrase Florida native plant refers
to those species occurring within the state boundaries
prior to European contact, according to the best available
scientiﬁc and historical documentation. More speciﬁcally,
it includes those species understood as indigenous,
occurring in natural associations in habitats that existed
prior to signiﬁcant human impacts and alterations of
the landscape.
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