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All state lands managed 
by the state of Florida, 
such as parks and forests, 
have approved land  
management plans to 
facilitate the management 
of the property according 

to the original intent of the purchase. A land management 
review (LMR) is conducted on each property on a five year 
cycle, and the results obtained from the review may be 
used to update an individual plan as newly acquired  
data suggests. LMR teams, consisting of park personnel, a 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
representative, and interested private citizens partici-
pate in the process. Other attendees may include soil 
conservation districts and environmental groups. 
 Mike McGrath and I represented the Florida Native 
Plant Society's Longleaf Pine Chapter (Pensacola), in  
the Tarkiln Bayou LMR. The review consisted of a  
full day field trip, and park personnel presented their 
management plan with emphasis on the salient points 
we would observe in the field. During the trip we 

observed areas most indicative of the nature of this 
park, including the unique habitats that prompted the 
purchase of the lands for preservation. The following 
morning we presented our field observations, and filled 
out land management review forms.  
 In the 1980s, a proposal was made to dredge 
Tarkiln Bayou out into Perdido Bay for a marina,  
housing development, and wastewater treatment plant. 
Since no uplands were available for the wastewater 
plant or the sprayfield disposal of effluent, the project 
was rejected. Lack of approval for the development  
project allowed the Tarkiln Bayou site west of Bauer 
Road to become available for state purchase. 
 In 1994, this site had been targeted as part of the 
Conservation and Recreation Lands Program (CARL)  
priority list for the Perdido Pitcher Plant Prairie. Purchase  
of the site was approved by the Land Acquisition  
Advisory Council in 1998 and named Tarkiln Bayou 
Preserve State Park.
 The areas west of Bauer Road are managed state lands 
with public walkways and signage indicating habitat 
types and the plants contained in these habitats. The main 
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Left: Tarkiln Bayou; uplands hammocks. Right: Sarracenia leucophylla. 
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path is clearly marked and provides easy walking all the way 
to Tarkiln Bayou. There is also a primitive hiking trail along 
the border with the U.S. Navy's Bronson Field, ending at 
Perdido Bay. Other trails border Perdido Bay along an upland 
hammock. All these trails are marked for public access. The 
areas east of Bauer Road are state owned, but are not managed 
at this time due to insufficient funding.
 Tarkiln Bayou Preserve State Park is located in Escambia 
County, in the extreme western portion of Florida, east across 
Perdido Bay from Alabama. The Tarkiln Bayou Preserve is  
probably the only wholly contained watershed completely 
owned by the state of Florida. This increases protection of 
water quality in this coastal embayment by reducing sources 
of surface water contaminants, in this case mostly storm water 
runoff. Tarkiln's northern boundary is the U.S. Navy's Bronson 
Field, an old World War II seaplane base. The U.S. Navy part-
ners with park personnel to maintain the existing boundary 
line and assists with fire management. Newly acquired lands 
east of Bauer Road and west of Blue Angel Parkway comprise 
the eastern boundary. The park property now consists of  
approximately 7,661 acres.
 The land was purchased to preserve intact stands of the rare 
and endangered whitetop pitcherplant (Sarracenia leucophylla). 
The wet prairies that support Sarracenia and perhaps 100 other 
species of plants were threatened by drainage ditches, upland 
fill for development, and silviculture practices that could result 
in lowered water tables, rapid drying of the soil, and disturbance 
of the pitcher plant's unique habitat. Today, the Tarkiln Bayou 
Preserve State Park protects one of the most pristine examples  
of pitcher plant prairie in the southeastern United States.

 

Habitats found in the preserve 
include wet prairie characterized 
by high water tables, nutrient 
poor acid soils and, in this case,  
a canopy of slash pine (Pinus 
elliottii). Understory plants 
include pitcher plant stands, pink 
sundew (Drosera capillaris), a 
Rhynchospora species, (possibly 
colorata, or starrush whitetop), 
Carolina redroot (Lachnanthes 
caroliana), wiregrass (Aristida 
sp.), saw palmetto (Serenoa 
repens), and many small clump 
grass species. Upland hammocks found directly along Perdido 
Bay are characterized by live oak (Quercus virginiana), a hickory 
species, (possibly Carya glabra), turkey oak, (Quercus laevis) 
and the federally endangered largeleaf jointweed (Polygonella 
macrophylla). Seasonally flooded wetland drainages also 
occur, but these generally evolve into wet prairies during 
drought periods. There are no free flowing streams in these  
areas, only seepage bogs that may resemble a blackwater 
stream during periods of high rainfall.  
 All of Tarkiln Preserve is best served by periodic controlled 
burns occurring on a 2-3 year rotation. It is well known that 
periodic fires are beneficial to maintain a healthy ecosystem 
within pine flatwoods communities. Fires will burn off ground 
fuel loads, releasing valuable nutrients into the otherwise nutrient 
poor soils. This allows some fire dependant plants to regener-
ate and also releases seeds lying dormant in the seed bank 
to sprout. In the spring, after a controlled burn, the charred 
ground bursts forth into a wildflower meadow between slash 
pine and saw palmetto, which creates quite a sight for the 
public to observe along Bauer Road in April and May.
 The LMR process offers opportunities to interject real plant 
knowledge and experience into the management of state lands. 
I encourage FNPS members statewide to get involved in local 
land management issues, as well as land reviews. ❂
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Tarkiln Bayou Preserve State Park, Unit Management Plan, State of Florida, 
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Anne Harvey, Park Biologist, Presentation
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Visitor Information: http://www.floridastateparks.org/tarkilnbayou/

Land Management Review Reports:  

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/stew_reports.htm

Tarkiln
Bayou

Tarkiln Bayou 
Preserve 

State 
Park

Gulf Beach Hwy

S.
R.

 2
92

Sorrento Rd.

Ba
ue

r R
d.

 S
.R

. 2
93

Tarkiln Bay

Perdido Bay
NORTH

Tarkiln Bayou Preserve State Park, Escambia County, Florida.



The Florida Native Plant Society 
PO Box 278 
Melbourne FL 32902-0278

The Palmetto 
(ISSN 0276-4164) Copyright 2014, Florida Native Plant Society, all rights reserved. No part of the 
contents of this magazine may be reproduced by any means without written consent of the editor. 
The Palmetto is published four times a year by the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) as a benefit to 
members. The observations and opinions expressed in attributed columns and articles are those of 
the respective authors and should not be interpreted as representing the official views of the Florida 
Native Plant Society or the editor, except where otherwise stated.

Editorial Content

We welcome articles on native plant species and related conservation topics, as well as high-quality 
botanical  illustrations and photographs. Contact the editor for guidelines, deadlines and other 
information.  
Editor: Marjorie Shropshire, Visual Key Creative, Inc. palmetto@fnps.org ● (772) 285-4286 ● 1876 
NW Fork Road, Stuart, FL 34994

  The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society 
is to conserve, preserve, and restore the native plants  
and native plant communities of Florida. 

Official definition of native plant: 
For most purposes, the phrase Florida native plant refers 
to those species occurring within the state boundaries 
prior to European contact, according to the best available 
scientific and historical documentation. More specifically,  
it includes those species understood as indigenous, 
occurring in natural associations in habitats that existed 
prior to significant human impacts and alterations of  
the landscape.

For more Information: 
http://fnps.org

To become a member, contact your local 
Chapter Representative, call, write, or e-mail  
FNPS, or join online at www.fnps.org/join

Follow FNPS online:

Blog: http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FNPSfans 
Twitter: twitter.com/FNPSonline 
LinkedIn: Groups, Florida Native Plant Society
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