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Message from the Executive Director 
The greatest strength of the Florida Native Plant Society is you, 

our members, who passionately advocate for protection of our 
state’s native plants and natural communities. When our habitat is 
threatened, or our natural resources are in jeopardy, we count on 
you to take action. 

Recently, we sent out eco alerts to let you know about the current 
budget being considered in the Florida Senate. The Florida House 
of Representatives submitted a budget that would fund research 
and conservation projects for endangered and threatened plants, 
and for land conservation programs that protect habitat, safeguard 
our water, and provide places for recreation and the enjoyment of 
nature. We asked you to contact Senator Alan Hays (R-Umatilla) 
to request that he support the House budget, specifically provisions 
for:  

• $240,000 for grants to study and conserve endangered and 
threatened plants in the Department of Agriculture’s Plant 
Industry Trust Fund (Line Item 1508) 

• $15 million for Rural and Family Lands Conservation 
Easements (Line Item 1431A)

• $70 million for Florida Forever spending (Line Item 1583) 

Many of you heeded the call, but if you missed our eco alert, 
it’s not too late to participate. You can still contact Senator Hays 
by telephone at either his Tallahassee office (850-487-5011) or 
district office (352-742-6441), or by email at Hays.Alan.web@
flsenate.gov. You can also contact Representative Ben Albritton 
(R-Wauchula) at his Tallahassee office (850-717-5056) or by 
email at Ben.Albritton@myfloridahouse.gov and thank him for the 
House position. As the 2014 Legislative Session winds down, we 
need the House to “hold the line” on these budget items, and we 
need the Senate to support the House proposal. 

The Society sends eco alerts to provide you with information 
on issues we all care greatly about. We let you know of legislative 
action on our state environmental land acquisition program. We 
notify you when policy changes impact our parks and preserves 
or when issues arise that relate directly to our mission to preserve, 
conserve and restore native plants and native plant communities.  

If you do not currently receive eco alerts but would like to stay 
informed, please send an email to info@fnps.org with “eco alert” 
in the subject line. We’ll be sure to include you in future alerts so 
you can stay apprised of evolving issues on matters that mean so 
much to us and to the state of nature in Florida.  

Sincerely,

Kellie A. Westervelt 
Executive Director

Conservation Committee Report by Juliet Rynear, Chair

The committee received two applications for the 2014 Conservation Grants.  At the 
time of this report, committee members are reviewing, scoring and commenting on 
the proposals. 

 The committee would like to thank the following for their generous contributions to 
the FNPS Conservation Grant Awards:

• The Dade Chapter is donating $1,500 in honor of Joyce and Don Gann. 

• The Jelks Family Foundation is donating $1,500.

• The Suncoast Chapter is donating $2,500 in in honor of Betty Wargo.

• The Searocket Chapter is donating $500.

• The Tarflower Chapter is donating $1,000 in honor of Dick Deuerling.

 At the January 2014 Board of Directors meeting, the Conservation Committee 
received board approval to allow more flexibility in the Conservation Grant award 
process beginning in 2015. Instead of the current language (“… up to three (3) 
Conservation Grants annually with up to $1,500 available for each grant”), the 
Committee, starting in 2015, will have the ability to award the total amount of grant 
funds available in a calendar year to a single project if the project is deemed worthy. 
The new language will allow FNPS to support larger projects. 

Two years ago, committee member Scott Davis discovered (and vouchered) a relict 
population of moundlily yucca (Yucca gloriosa), a state endangered species, adjacent to 
the intersection of US 319 and US 98 in Medart, Florida (Wakulla County). The colony 
represents the only (known) extant germplasm along the Gulf Coast. The property has 
since been purchased by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) as part of 
a road construction project to realign the highway. Scott has been working with FDOT 
through all the appropriate channels and is coordinating a rescue of the population.

VOTE RESULTS

The results of the vote to approve bylaws changes as recommended 
by your state board of directors and as outlined in the March–April 
issue of the Sabal minor will be posted on the FNPS website at the 
end of April 2014. 

FNPS at Florida Folk Festival by Leigh Brooks

This Memorial Day weekend, FNPS will be exhibiting at the Florida Folk Festival 
in White Springs. This is a premier annual event for people who love Florida’s natural 
and cultural heritage, and Floridians from all 67 counties attend. All FNPS members 
are invited to participate as booth volunteers for four-hour shifts. The Magnolia 
Chapter is coordinating, but this will be a booth representing FNPS statewide. The 
more people from different chapters that can help, the more varied the exhibit and the 
more personal the outreach. 

The event is Friday, May 23, through Sunday, May 25, at Stephen Foster Folk 
Culture Center State Park. Come for a day, or stay through Monday. This event is very 
family friendly. For more information about the festival visit www.floridastateparks.
org/folkfest/. To volunteer, contact Leigh Brooks at lbrooks2wd@nettally.com or 850-
663-4361.
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Communications Committee Report by Shirley Denton, Chair

February Happenings at PEAR Park by Peg Lindsay, Lake Beautyberry Chapter

In February, the Lake Beautyberry Chapter field 
trip coincided with the Great Backyard Bird Count. 
Normally FNPS members are known for their 
botanizing rather than 
birdwatching skills, but 
these multi-talented folks 
met early in the morning 
at the PEAR Park Butterfly 
Pavilion to not only admire 
the gardens maintained 
by Peg Urban, Barbara 
Grigg and their crew of 
volunteers, but to count 
birds. 

Even in Florida, there’s 
not much blooming mid-
February. But there were 
a few bees buzzing around the dune sunflower, 
blanketflower, pennyroyal and scrub plum. As the 
morning sun grew warmer, the bees could be heard 
exuberantly buzzing around the scrub plum, which 
was covered with tiny, non-descript flowers. Until I 
heard the buzzing and looked for the source of the 
noise, I didn’t realize the scrub plum was in bloom—
all the petals had fallen off the flowers. But the bees 
knew. Maybe this year there will be enough plums to 
make some jam.

Lee Ann Reiners collected and reported the 
bird data for the birdwatching group. She’s posted 
her photos from the day at www.flickr.com/photos/
leeann-charlie/sets/. She reported 158 individuals 
from 35 species of birds. It was a great day for 

sparrows as well as bees. Peg Urban was thrilled 
with the sweet song of the white-throated sparrow. 
(Peg U. hails originally from Ontario, Canada, and 

this song is especially 
sweet for her as this 
sparrow sings “Oh, sweet 
Canada, Canada, Canada.”) 
We all saw several white-
crowned sparrows as well 
as vesper, Savannah, song, 
grasshopper and chipping 
sparrows.

My husband Bob and I 
were teaching a beginning 
birding class at PEAR 
Park that morning so we 
didn’t arrive at the butterfly 

pavilion until mid-morning. Our class met up with 
the FNPS group just as they were all leaving. Bob 
and I found an additional five species of birds, which 
Bob duly reported to the GBBC scientists at the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

Around the pavilion, birds were visiting their 
grocery store, feasting on firebush, yaupon holly 
and gallberry fruit. Sparrows were finding seeds in 
the brush. We can thank the volunteers who help 
maintain this habitat for the numbers of birds found 
there. 

Thank a volunteer today. Or better yet, join the 
group every Tuesday morning and experience the joy 
of social weeding. No experience necessary—just a 
willingness to play in the gardens and have some fun.

Lake Beautyberry Chapter member Bob Putman  
searches for elusive sparrows at PEAR Park.

Education Committee Report  
by Debra Klein, Chair

The committee is in the process of deve-
loping plans for the following projects, and 
detailing the funding and other assistance 
(including other FNPS committees) 
necessary to bring them to fruition: 

• “Natives for Neighborhoods” (An 
article describing this project will be 
posted on the FNPS blog.)

•  Develop K-12 curriculum
•  Collect films that document varying 

“native plant communities” around the 
state (Visit vimeo.com/user25193866 
or search under Debra L. Klein to see 
the films posted so far.)

• Create badges for boy/girl scouts that 
answers the question: “Does the action 
further our mission?”

• Create one-minute single-subject 
matter clips (currently being worked 
on by committee member Richard 
Brownscombe.)

Ellen Broderick has joined the 
committee, subject to approval. She is 
a recently retired school teacher and 
will bring a pertinent perspective to the 
group and help assess how best to present 
educational materials to the membership 
and to the public. 

Anyone interested in working on the 
above projects, please contact the Debra 
Klein at greenmansion@comcast.net.

At the February board meeting, I was affirmed as chair of the 
Communications Committee. The Communications Committee is charged 
with facilitating both internal communications within the Society and 
facilitating external communications between the Society and the public. 
This committee includes two subcommittees: Social Media and Website. 
The Social Media Committee has been functioning with stellar effectiveness 
for several years, and its team, led by Laurie Sheldon, will continue to 
manage these important and educational tools. The Website Committee was 
converted into a subcommittee at the February meeting with its primary 
contributors, Webmaster Paul Rebmann, who is enormously effective at 
teaching people to use our web tools and handling important day-to-day 
challengers, and website developer, Shirley Denton, continuing to be the 
primary contacts. The Communications Committee will likely create other 
subcommittees that will exist either temporarily or permanently to facilitate 
various goals.

The committee met by phone on March 16 to begin organizing. We have 
a number of people who will be confirmed as committee members at the 
next board meeting, and others who will participate on an ad hoc basis 
(most FNPS committee members are ad hoc). Some exciting ideas came 
out of the meeting, many of them ones that have already begun happening 
due to the efforts of committee members: 

• An electronic library of materials that would be useful for chapter and 
newspaper publication, such as “plant of the month.” Laurie Sheldon 
(Social Media Chair) noted that the blog has been developing wonderful 
articles for years, and we think we can reuse many of these ideas. We 
have a library of articles that Bob Egolf developed, and some additional 
articles that Scott Davis has been providing to media in his area. We will 
likely be soliciting chapter newsletter editors for their favorites, too. Our 
Education Committee, led by Debra Klein, will be contributing.

• The concept of a “Media Relations” page on the website where we 
could keep one or two current and media-ready FNPS articles was well 
received. We could also use this for current announcements of statewide 
interest and potentially for position statements on plant-related matters.

• Initial planning for Chapter Council communications such as the draft 
council organization documents are being developed for the council by 
Richard Brownscombe.

• A discussion on “branding” to better standardize the “look” of our various 
public materials so that they have some stylistic similarities, hopefully 
while stimulating creativity. Creators of previous branded materials were 
on the call including Cindy Liberton and Marjorie Shropshire. 

• A discussion on facilitating chapter communications with each other and 
with the public—the latter through their websites, which has long been 
facilitated by Webmaster Paul Rebmann.

• A discussion on educating chapter leaders on the use of various tools 
including the Forum and the Wiki. 

• Continuing to develop the website and its information and internal 
society tools.

• Communications will also be taking on new challenges including 
facilitating the on-line bylaws vote, and continuing enhancements of the 
website and tools for chapters to better communicate with their members.

• Needed forms, letterhead, etc.

We had a great group of people on the call including several that are not 
named above, and we missed a few others who did not make it onto the call. 
I’m looking forward to working with this forward looking group. We hope 
that this will be a collaborative effort that will create bonds between the 
many groups that make up the framework of our Society—our members, 
our chapters, and our overall leadership. We may be calling on you to 
contribute your skills!
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Cocoplum Chapter hosted member Chris Lockhart on March 4 
for her presentation, “How Changes in Climate Affect Florida Plant 
Communities—Is It Happening Yet?” 

Their March field trip took them to the new location of the Hobe Sound 
Animal Protection League where they inventoried the native plants, 
including their location and frequency. 

Cocoplum Chapter Conservation Committee Chair Joan Bausch 
requested and received funds to go toward educating the public about the 
Florida Land Legacy Amendment that will be on the November ballot. 
She went to Tallahassee on April 7–8 to lobby on behalf of the Everglades 
Coalition. The chapter board also approved funds to pay for meals for 
Crystal Lucas’s high school students who also traveled to Tallahassee.

Greg Braun continues to work on the Champion Tree Project. Four 
new categories of trees (hackberry, satinleaf, mahogany and loblolly bay) 
will be nominated and measured to determine which is the champion 
located in Martin County. Chapter President Florence Chatowsky 
presented on the connections between native plants, insects and birds to 
Anderson Middle School’s 6th graders.

The chapter held its annual plant sale on April 12.

Hernando Chapter has an exciting new meeting place, Chinsegut Hill.  
This locale has many amenities, affords a spectacular view of fields, 
woods, and amazing sunsets—one of the best views anywhere in Florida. 
They also  have access to a fire pit and the option to do outdoor programs. 
If you haven’t been to Chinsegut Hill, a Hernando Chapter meeting (held 
the 1st Monday of the month) is a splendid opportunity.  

On May 9, the chapter will assist their partners at the USDA 
Brooksville Plant Materials Center in celebration of Earth Day and 
National Wetlands Month. There will be a free festival with activities, 
demonstrations and presentations for all ages. Attendees will learn about 
native plants, planting a garden and Florida wildlife. There will be door 
prizes and kids’ activities include gourd and face painting, and harvesting 
vegetables. Join them from 10a.m. to 2p.m. for a fun day!

Mangrove Chapter held their 12th annual “Plant Native” Day in 
February in a continued effort to reach and teach the public about planting 
native. The theme was “The Back Ten Feet.” Laurel Schiller (Florida 
Native Plants Nursery, Sarasota) and Sue Scott (All Native Nursery, Ft. 
Myers) teamed up to demonstrate and encourage people to use the back 
portion of their yards for creating wildlife-friendly habitats. Nursery 
plants specifically selected for both Sarasota and Charlotte counties were 
sold, as well as homegrown plants offered by the members for a donation.

Utilizing chapter members as speakers for programs at their February, 
March and April meetings, they heard topics including a depiction of 
a walk through a local park and adjoining preserve; a model wildlife 

habitat and preservation program established by a local HOA; and a slide 
show about spring flowers on a wet prairie as a prelude to an April field 
trip to Babcock-Webb Wildlife Management Area.

The chapter also partnered with a local county extension service 
master gardeners’ program to offer two workshops: “Rain Barrels & Rain 
Gardens” in February and “Florida-friendly Landscaping” in April. This 
serves the dual purpose of providing daytime programs for people who 
are unable to attend the chapter’s evening meetings, and as an additional 
vehicle for introducing local and seasonal folks to “the natives.” The 
workshops are paired with tours of a native plant demonstration garden 
to reinforce what they learn in the classroom.

Naples Chapter in partnership with the Naples Botanical Garden held 
their fifth annual banquet on February 28 and featured a presentation 
by Dr. Douglas W. Tallamy on “Are Alien Plants Bad?” The banquet at 

the Garden’s Kapnick 
Auditorium began with 
a full dinner and silent 
auction featuring native 
plants, artwork and 
special garden objects. 
Over sixty guests 
enjoyed the evening.

In March, chapter 
members toured 
the Florida Panther 
National Wildlife 
Refuge where they 
encountered Carter’s 
flax (Linum carteri) an 
endangered species. 

Pawpaw Chapter is moving into the social media world with Facebook, 
Twitter, blogging, and now Meetup, where recently the chapter has 
received a lot of interest.

In March, the chapter visited the Organic Yaupon Farm located on a 
barrier island in New Smyrna Beach. The farm is managed by the Yaupon 
Asi Tea Company, a business committed to donating profits to FNPS. 
On April 4, the chapter was presented as beneficiaries at the company’s 
open house.

On May 10, the chapter holds its annual Rugel’s Roundup, where they 
go into the field to locate and document the little “Volusia Pawpaw” 
(Deeringothamnus rugelii).

And on June 8, the chapter will host Native Plants & More day, with 
seminars, vendors and a plant sale.

Chapter Happenings...

Tell us what YOUR chapter is up to.  Send your Chapter Happenings to Sabalminor@fnps.org. The deadline for the July–August 2014 issue is June 1, 2014.

Carter’s flax (Linum carteri) shows styles united more than 
halfway to the apex, a distinguishing feature.  

(Photo by Jean McCollom)

Finance Committee Report by Brenda Mills, Chair

FNPS plans to continue its participation in the Florida State Employee’s 
Charitable Campaign with Earthshare. This workplace giving program provides 
between $3,000 and $4,000 annually. The application was submitted by the 
VP of Finance in March 2014. In addition, for the first time we are seeking to 
participate in the Combined Federal Campaign as an independent local charity. 
Both can provide additional revenues from existing members and non-members. 

The FNPS draft development plan is available on the Forum. It is based on 
our past financial information and sources of revenue, and modestly growing 
them. The next step is review by the Finance Committee. If you are interested 
in growing our sources of revenue, please consider participating on the Finance 
Committee to review and improve the draft development plan.  Contact Brenda 
Mills at vpfinance@fnps.org for more information.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
to all who receive  
PRINTED copies of 

Effective this issue of the Sabal minor, FNPS will no 

longer be mailing printed copies to members with 

an email address on file. If you previously received the 

newsletter by mail, but have an email address on file, 

you will receive only the emailed edition. This will help 

significantly reduce the cost of printing and mailing. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  to members 
who received  PRINTED copies of the Sabal minor: 
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mailto:vpfinance@fnps.org
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One More Native Landscape for a Habitat for Humanity Home by Brenda Mills, Palm Beach Chapter

Palm Beach Chapter’s 
first community project in 
the New Year happened 
February 1 thanks to many 
volunteers. A (mostly) native 
landscape was installed at 
the Habitat for Humanity 
home in Lake Worth. Chapter 
members had the opportunity 
to meet the owner and share 
her excitement as she saw a 
blank canvas transformed 
by greenery. The chapter 
collaborated with Pine Jog  

Environmental Education Center on the design and plants, while the  
Chastain Foundation provided a generous donation. The Wellington Garden 
Club not only provided a donation, but also sweat equity alongside the 
many volunteers from FNPS Palm Beach County Chapter, Florida Atlantic 
University and Habitat for Humanity.

The house was built 
in sections by students at 
Seminole Ridge High School 
and assembled at the site. The 
design takes advantage of 
several low(er) maintenance 
plants like mimosa and dwarf 
holly; includes edibles like an 
herb garden, mango, Key lime 
and papaya; wildflowers such 
as dune sunflower, spider 
lily, Indian blanketflower, 
and salvia; shrubs such 
as marlberry, horizontal 
cocoplum, and white indigo berry; and several trees to provide shade (pigeon 
plum and strongbark). Fruit trees are so desirable by the owner—she has been 
growing her own mango tree in anticipation. The home’s dedication took place 
February 28, with the big move close behind. Thanks to all who volunteered 
their time and resources to make it a success!

Register by April 14th for special rates!

C

Florida Native Plant Society
34th Annual Conference

Thursday-Sunday, May 15-18, 2014
Florida Gulf Coast University

Fort Myers, FL

Huge Native Plant Sale • Native Plant Bootcamp • Exhibits & 
Vendors • Fabulous Workshops • “Walking with the Natives” 

Family Event • Xavier Cortada Flor500 Gallery Opening • 
Author Book Signings • Socials • CEU credits • and more!

For more information: www.fnps.org/conference
rodakma@msn.com, or (239) 273-8945

Early registration rates, including lunch, begin at $75/day

Educational programs & workshops with dynamic speakers, 
including Dr. J.C. Cahill from PBS’s What Plants Talk About, Roger 
Hammer, Dr. Ed Gilman, Dr. Marty Main & many more
Field trips to exciting natural areas, including knowledgeable guides 
and areas not typically open to the public

Friday & 
Saturday:

Th ursday 
& Sunday:

Generously sponsored by:
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Register 
now!

All hands on deck to install the big pigeon plumFNPS and other volunteers help install a native landscape.

http://www.fnps.org/conference

